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SCIENCE AND THE HOUSING PROGRAMME 


A STRIKING ‘picture of the application of science to 

the field of housing was ‘given by Professor J. D. 
Bernal, F.R.S., at-the recent A.B.T. Conference. (The 
Builder, November 16.) Professor Bernal’s speech deserves 
close attention from all sections of the building industry, 
not only because he is Chairman of the Ministry of Works 
Scientific Advisory Committee and has just been appointed 
by the Minister of Health to analyse the varieties of pre- 
fabricated houses, some 1,800 in number, already sub- 
mitted to the Ministry of Works, and is, therefore, bound to 
have considerable influence on forthcoming policy decisions, 
but because this “amateur in building science ” (as he 
called himself) has issued a challenge to the building 
industry to make a much more serious effort than as a 
whole it has done in the past, to help actively in research 
and in applying the results of research. 


Professor Bernal was called in to advise the Ministry of 
Works on the question of organising scientific research 
and widening its scope. He found that the work of the 
Building Research Station was far more advanced in the 
field of materials and structural design than in the field 
of housing standards. This is, of course, common know- 
ledge in the building industry, and it has often been pointed 
out that the B.R.S. has been too largely confined to the 
study of practical problems of a detailed character, and 
has had neither the staff nor the money needed to enable 
a programme of positive research to be carried out. The 
obstacles to such a programme are now to be removed as 
rapidly as possible. A great deal of expansion both of 
staff and equipment will be needed, and Professor Bernal 
rightly drew attention to the need for “persuading the 
Civil Service to grant decent conditions of pay and pro- 
motion” in order to get hold of the best possible personnel. 
We believe that the industry will welcome this conception 
of positive scientific assistance in carrying out its great 
task of reconstruction.’ 


It should, however, be stressed that the co-operation 
of the industry must be actively stimulated. It is essential, 
in the first place, that results of research should be published 
throughout the industry, and that reciprocally the in- 
dividual firms and technicians should freely pass on to the 
Research Station information about their own experiences 
and difficulties. The organisation of such a mutual contact 
presents no light task. 

On the construction side, Professor Bernal’s research 
programme is based on the sound policy’of using first the 
skill of the present workers in the building industry, and, 
secondly, that to be developed by new labour coming in 
from the engineering side. It therefore covers the whole 
field of organisation designed to improve output per man- 
hour, from the use of power-drivén tools and jack- 
rising scaffolding to site management methods. The 
architect is asked to consider the severe limitation of 
design variations, and the contractor is asked to co-operate 
with the trade unions in developing adequate safeguards 
as far as wages, prospects and working conditions are con- 
cerned that will be commensurate with the increased level 





of output envisaged. It is not difficult to see that if 
research could produce clear and categorical evidence 
about the time and material lost by the continuance of 
present methods, and the relative gains of new proposals 
all the parties concerned would find it much easier to come 
to a new agreement. 

Another field to be reviewed is that of the purchase and 
distribution of building materials. In tabling a Bill dealing 
with this aspect of housing production last week, the Govern- 
ment has given an indication of its intention to go even to 
the length of producing materials in State factories with a 
view to controlling prices. A scientific answer, as Professor 
Bernal said, is needed to the questions “What is the real 
economics (not the paper economics) of the purchase and 
distribution of building materials? How far is the building 
merchant carrying out a useful function and how far can 
his work be co-ordiated? What does the bulk order mean 
and where should it be used?” Plenty of evidence has 
been accumulated during the war. The building materials 
producers and distributors will no doubt be prepared to 
abide by a decision reached on the basis of scientific fact. 

The programme of research on: materials and structural 
design announced was on more familiar lines, already 
developed in the Post-War Building Studies, published by 
the . Ministry of Works. Professor Bernal emphasised 
the advantages of splitting the functions of structure into 
load-bearing and insulation, and in discussing the desire 
to reduce weight, rémarked, “We do not want to make. 
things so finicky that what we gain on weight we lose on 
labour.” This is admirable sense, borne out by the 
difficulties frequently experienced in the prefabrication 
field, where attempts to work to engineering tolerances 
with light-weight panels have resulted in a great deal of 
cutting and adjusting. 

Housing standards, as Professor Bernal pointed out, 
have hitherto been based on entirely unscientific premises. 
They have been based on rule-of-thumb bye-laws and on 
purely economic factors—costs and profits. Here is an 
almost unexplored field for research, using modern statis— 
tical. methods, to discover the requirements and 
habits of people. The evidence given by various bodies. 
to the Dudley Committee was vitiated by the fact that it 
was to a considerable extent—and inevitably so—tenden- 
tious. The uses and limitations of various kinds of designs. 
for dwellings can only be finally determined by large-scale 
experiment. There will be general welcome for the testing 
of experimental houses by experimental tenants “ carefully 
selected for ordinariness.” We hope, too, that it will be 
recognised by our readers that “every single building site 
can be a source of experimental information.” It will not 
be possible to sit and wait for the scientists to produce 
the perfect house before the building programme gets. 
under weigh. All the more necessary, then, that good 
ideas should be pooled and mistakes admitted. A scientific 
approach is needed in every office and on every site, and 
insofar as it is achieved, the value of the research scientists’ 
work can be multiplied to the immense gain of the whole: 
community. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


Human Needs in Planning. 

A ConrerEeNce on the Contribution of 
Social Studies to Architecture and Plan- 
ning, convened on behalf of the Architec- 
tural Science Board of the R.I.B.A., with 
the special assistance of the Association for 
Planning and Regional Reconstruction and 
the Institute of ociology, is to be held on 
Friday and Saturday, January 11 and 12, 
1946, at 66, mirsage 7 London, W.1. 
Its purpose is to enable organisations and 
individuals engaged in social surveys re- 
lating to town and country — to 
exchange information on methods of in- 
vestigation and findings. Invitations are 
being sent to these, as well as to members 
and students of the architectural, town 
planning and allied professions known to 
be interested in this field. The Conference 
fee of two guineas will include: (1) Lun- 
cheon and tea, Friday and Saturday, 
January 11 and 12; (2) survey reports (cir- 
culated before Conference) ; (3) chairman’s 
summaries (circulated after Conference). 
Applications to attend the Conference 
should be made before November 30 to 
the Association for Planning and Regional 
Reconstruction, 34, Gordon-square, Lon- 
don, W.C.1. 


Proposed Hospital, Kampala, Uganda. 

AN important step forward in the de- 
velopment of the medical services in East 
Africa has been made in Uganda, where 
ambitious plans for the new hospital and 
medical school at Mulago, Kampala, are 
being made. A grant of £500,000 has 
been provided for the purpose under the 
Colonial Development and Welfare Act. 
The designer of the new hospital is Mr. 
Rees Phillips, F.R.I.B.A., F.R.San.I,, of 
the firm of Saxon Snell and. Phillips, 9, 
Bentinck-street, W.1. Mr. Phillips spent 
some weeks in Uganda during which time 
he interviewed all officers now working in 
Mulago. 

The new hospital to be built will pro- 
vide accommodation not only for Africans 
bui for Asians and Europeans, and pro- 
vision will also be made for a large nurses’ 
training centre to accommodate up to 700 
nurses. The new medical school i 
planned to accommodate medical students 
up to an annual admission rate of 30 and 
there will also be accommodation for train- 
ing pharmacists, laboratory assistants 
and sanitary inspectors. The wards of 
the hospital will be small, the largest one 
holding 16 beds, and there will be a large 
proportion of single bed wards. In the 
African section alone it is planned to 
provide at least six operating theatres 
equipped to deal with surgery of all de- 
scriptions. 


Professional Engineers Appointments 
Bureau. 

Tue Professional Engineers Appoint- 
ments Bureau invites applications for 
registration for employment from members 
who, by reason of their engineering qualifi- 
- eations, belong to the Institution of Civil 
Engineers, the Institution of Mechanical 
Engineers or the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers, or persons whose engineering 
qualifications for election or admission to 
one of those bodies have been approved by 
the respective Councils. Forms may be 
obtained on application to the Registrar of 
the Bureau, at 13, Victoria-street, West- 
minster, S.W.1. A stamped addressed 
foolscap envelope should be enclosed. 
“Employers of professional engineers are 
invited to submit concise details of posi- 
tions vacant on their staff, indicating any 
special requirements, and stating the salary 
range offered. The Registrar ‘and Secre- 
tary is Mr. R. W. L. Harris, B.Sc. 
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Planning Our New Schools. 

A: FULL report of the joint confer- 
ence held on April 27 and 28 of 
the Royal Institute of British ‘Archi- 
tects, the National Union of Teachers 
and the Association of Building Tech- 
nicians has now been issued in booklet 
form. The Conference was held to discuss 
the effects of the Butler Education Act on 
school building, especially with regard to 
the vast programme of new building which 
the Act will require. The Conference, 
which was opened by Sir Robert Wood, 
K.B.E., Deputy Secretary, the Ministry of 
Education, covered both school boilding 
policy and purely technical matters; the 
teport is therefore of interest and value to 
all concerned with the provision of schools. 
Copies of the booklet can be obtained 
from the R.I.B.A., price 1s. 6d. 


Mr. Winston Churchill. 

Mr. Winston CHURCHILL has accepted 
Honorary Fellowship of The Society >of 
Engineers (Inc.). 


Kingston “‘ Group ” of Architects. 

A Group of the Guildford Chapter of 
the South-Eastern Society of Architects, 
which is allied to the R.I.B.A., has been 
formed in the Kingston area to serve 
Kingston, Surbiton, Malden, Richmond 
and Esher. The honorary secretary is Mr. 
L. C.: Varcoe, A.R.I.B.A., A.A.Dip., 9, 
St. Leonards-road, Surbiton, Surrey. The 
first meeting was held at Kingston School 
of Art, Knight’s Park, Kingston-upon- 
Thames, recently, when Alderman A. A. 
Gregory spoke on the subject of Public 
Relations, which was followed by a general 
discussion. 


Sheffield Green Belt. 

Tue Minister of Town and Country 
Planning (Mr. Lewis Silkin) has dismissed 
an appeal against the refusal of the 
Sheffield City Council to permit the build- 
ing of a housing estate at Moor Edge, Tot- 
ley, in the Sheffield Green Belt area. After 
considering the report of the Inspector who 
held an inquiry into the appeal, the 
Minister is satisfied that the proposed de- 
velopment would seriously prejudice the 
general character of the surrounding area 
which he considers of great value to 
Sheffield as a whole, and that development 
of the city in this direction should stop 
considerably short of this site. 


Reinforced Concrete Progress. 

Tue Reinforced Concrete Association 
issue from 94, Petty France, S.W.1, a 
**Review of Recent Progress,” whose 
purpose is described as twofold : ‘‘ First, 
to keep members informed about the 
activities of the Reinforced Concrete 
Association, to afford them an oppor- 
tunity of commenting upon them, of 
suggesting new activities, and, it is hoped, 
of participating in them. Its* second, 





November 23 1945 


although by no means secondary, aim is to 
keép subscribers in touch with the more 
important developments in all branches of 
the reinforced concrete industry.”’ 

A great deal of information relating to the 
uses of reinforced concrete, its design and 
construction, its constituent materials, and 


* the plant used in its construction, is pub- 


lished every year. The ultimate aim of the 
Association is to collect all such informa- 
tion and bring it to the notice of sub- 
scribers in a form which is easily assimi- 
lable and capable of practical application. 


New Permanent Secretary, M.O.H. 

Sire Wiu11am Dovuctas, K.C.B., K.B.E., 
Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of . 
Supply since 1942, has now taken up his 
duties as Permanent Secretary of the 
Ministry of Health on the retirement of Sir 
John Maude, K.C.B., K.B.E. 


Post Office Welfare Accommodation. 

A BOOKLET produced by the Post Office 
Engineering Union stresses the need for 
improved industrial,and welfare accommo- 
dation in that service, and proceeds to give 
information that should be of use to 
architects who plan buildings for these 
uses. It is emphasised that makeshift 
accommodation will not do, and it is 
pointed out that ‘‘ there appears to have 
been in the past a lack of courage and 
shortness of vision in the estimates of 
long-term requirements, and ‘it cannot be 
too strongly stressed that where develop- 
ment is expected a margin of accommoda- 
tion should be provided.” In regard to 
telecommunications services, so far as 
practicable separate buildings should be 
provided. ‘‘ Experience in the use of con- 
verted premises and rented buildings leads 
to the conclusion that a developing indus- 
try should not be handicapped by being 
compelled to accept the architectural cast- 
offs of other industries. Similarly, the 
device of housing telecommunications ser- 
vices in the local post office has little to 
recommend it. Initial planning is compli- 
cated, and. subsequent postal develop- 
ments react all too frequently against the 
provisions of working and welfare accom- 
modation for .engineering staff.’’ The 
booklet, which goes on to consider the 
planning of interior accommodation, light- 
ing, ventilation and heating, noise abate- 
ment, equipment, etc., is published from 
324, Gray’s Inn-road, W.C.1. : 


Incorporated Decorators’ Examinations. 

Tse Incorporated Institute of British 
Decorators’ Associateship Examinations 
will be held once more next year—1946— 
and candidates for the Preliminary, Inter- 
mediate and Final Examinations must 
make application to the Secretary of the 
Institute, Mr. W. A. D. Englefield, at 
Painters’ Hall, Little Trinity-lane, E.C.4, 
by March 1 ‘next. : 


Memorandum on School Baths. 

A COMPREHENSIVE and _ informative 
pamphlet on school swimming baths has 
Just been published by the National Asso- 
ciation of Bath Superintendents. 

Prepared by a National Advisory Com- 
mittee of the Association, the memorandum 
deals with the building, equipment and 
management of baths. 7 points out that, 
although any proposal to build a single 
school bath‘ would require close examina- 
tion from an economic viewpoint, sites 
could be selected to serve the requirements 
of three or four schools accommodating 
1,500 children per week. 

The type of building required and its size 
and construction are discussed, and para- 
graphs are devoted to dressing accommoda- 
tion, lighting, heating, bath-water 
filtration plant and suction outlets. 
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COMMEMORATION STONE AT LUNEBERG, now being erected upon the spot where 
the German High Command surrendered to F.M. Montgomery. The design is by 
Cpl. S. H. Fisk, R.E., L.R.ILB.A. (See note on this page.) 


Commemoration Stone, Luneberg. 

WE reproduce above a perspective sketch 
of the Commemoration Stone now being 
erected at Luneberg, Germany, upon the 
spot where the German High Command 
surrendered to Pict Marshe! Winkeomary. 
Some months ago an informal competition 
for designs open to the Second Army was 
held in Germany. The design prepared by. 
Cpl. S. H. Fisk, R.E., a partner in the 
firm of Walter W. Fisk, Burley & Fisk, 
chartered architects and surveyors, of 
Southgate, N.14, was selected by Field- 
Marshal Montgomery for execution in 
stone to be transported from England. 
Difficulties in transport, however, pre- 
vented this, and a German stone was 
eventually selected. The inscription reads : 

Here, at 18.50 hours on 4th May, 1945, a delega- 
tior from the German High Command surren- 
dered unconditionally to Field Marshal Mont- 
gomery all Land, Sea and Air Forces in North- 
Western Germany, Denmark and Holland, and 
signed the declaration to that effect. 

Mr. Walter W. Fisk, A.R.I.B.A., ‘in 
sending us his brother’s design, writes : 
‘It is perhaps typical of Service proce- 
dure that, although the designer prepared 
working drawings for the design, super- 
vision of the execution and erection of 
the stone was placed in other hands.” 


War Damage Value Payments. 

Tue War Damage Commission has 
issued to the great majority of owners of 
property classified as total loss a form, 
Val. 5, giving its provisional estimate of 
the value of the property before and after 
damage, the difference representing the 
amount of the value payment. 

The object of giving provisional esti- 
mates -was to afford claimants the oppor- 
tunity of expressing agreement with the 
Commission’s figures, or, if they disagreed, 
of giving their reasons for doing so and of 
negotiating with the District Valuer for 
an adjustment instead of having to incur 
the trouble and expense of a formal 
appeal to a referee. Fewer than half the 
recipients of the form have so far given 
any answer one way or the other. While 
the time for making value payments has 
not yet been decided, the Commission 
points out that continued neglect to reply 
may have serious reactions on the interests 
of claimants. 

District Valuers will in due course have 
many other urgent demands on their ser- 
vices, and arrangements have been made 


between the Valuation Office and the Com- 
mission whereby the work of dealing with 
objections to Val. 5 assessments may be 
carried out with all possible saving of 
time and labour. This necessitates the 
planning of the work, and the considera- 
tion of arguments, on a geographical basis, 
immediately the number of submissions 
from a given area renders such an arrange- 
ment. practicable on an economic scale. 
Reminders are now to be issued to owners 
in districts where it is ‘proposed to make 
a start with the work, and the Com- 
mission invites owners, or their profes- 
sional advisers, to act itamediately on the 
receipt of such a reminder and to return 
the form. By so doing they will avoid 
the possibility of their cases having to wait 
for a later opportunity for discussions in 
the area, with the risk of consequent delay 
in the making of final payments by the 
Commission. 

There is evidence, it seems, of a fear on 
the part of some claimants that by reach- 
ing a settlement now they may lose a 
possible right to any increased payment, 
or any alteration in the kind of payment 
if any should be decided upon at a future 
date. The Chairman of the War Damage 
Commission has given a public assurance 
that this will not be the case. 


Newport C.B. Appointment. 

THe maximum salary attached to the 
post of Deputy Borough Architect, County 
Borough of Newport, is £800 per annum, 
and not as printed in the advertisement 
in our last issue. 

Mr. H. V. Ashley’s Estate. 

Mr. Henry V. Asntey, V-P.R.I.B.A, 
of 20, Frognal-gardens, N.W.3, left 
£37,229. 





COMING EVENTS 


Monday, November 26. 

FEDERATION OF MASTER BUILDERS. _ 
Silkin addresses Quarterly Meeting. 
naught Rooms, W.C.2. 1 p.m. 

Tuesday, November 27. 

A.A. Mr. N. Pevsner on “ Visual Planning 
and the City of London.” 34, Bedford-square, 
W.C.1. 6 p.m. 

Wednesday, November 28, ; 

A.B.T. (Liverpool Branch). Building Brains 
Trust. 62, Hope-street, Liverpool. 7 p.m. 

nh November 30. 

Lonpon Society. Mr. A. C. Bossom, F.R.I.B.A., 
M.P., addresses Annual Meeting on “ Future of 
London’s Ancient Churches.” 20, Portman- 
square, W.1. 2.30 p.m. 


Mr. Lewis 
Con- 
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Wages in the Building Industry. 

Tue following official agreed statement 
was issued last week after a meeting of 
representatives of the National Federation 


of Building Trades Employers and the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Operatives: ‘‘ Representatives of the 


building employers and operatives met to 
te consideration to the unions’ claim for 
d. per hour increase in wages. Substan- 
tial progress was made towards a settle- 
ment. A small joint committee was ap- 
pointed to review the position, including 
the important problem of production, and 
to make an early report to their respective 
executives.”’ 


Professional Announcements. 

Mr. J. E. K. Harrison, F.R.I.B.A., 
formerly of 7, Carteret-street, S.W.1, will 
resume his practice in temporary offices at 
82, York-way, N.1 (Terminus 6432) on 
December 3. He will be pleased to receive 
trade catalogues. 

On taking up his appointment as County 
Architect to the County Council of Ross 
and Cromarty, Mr. P. S. Leask, 
A.R.I.B.A., would be pleased to receive 
trade catalogues at the Old Academy 
Buildings, Tulloch-street, Dingwall. 

Messrs. MacConvitte AND FRAsER, 
chartered quantity surveyors, have opened 
a branch office at 21a, LEast-street, 
Brighton, 1 (Telephone: Brighton 6910), 
with Mr. D. Symonds, PASI, in the 
position of office manager, and would be 
pleased to receive trade catalogues, etc. 


From The Builder of 1845. 


Saturday, November 22, 1845. 

We much prefer Woolwich to Sandhurst 
on account of the eminence of its profes- 
sors and the excellence of its regulations. 
Sandhurst, nevertheless, is a very respec- 
table establishment.—From an answer to 
a correspondent. 


BUILDING MATERIALS AND 


HOUSING BILL 
BULK PURCHASE OF MATERIALS 


Tue text of the Building Materials and 
Housing Bill was published last week and 
presented to the House of Commons by 
the Minister of Health. The main’ pro- 
visions of the bill are :— 

(a) To provide the Minister of Works 
with £100,000,000 of working capital for 
bulk purchase by the Government of build- 
ing materials and housing components, 
including complete prefabricated houses, 
and for housing work done by-him for 
local authorities. ; 

(b) To increase from £150,000,000 to 
£200,000,000 the amount available under 
the Housing (Temporary Accommodation) 
Act, 1944, for the production of prefabri- 
cated temporary houses. 

(c) To increase from £800 to £1,200 the 
limit of value of houses for the purchase 
of which money may be borrowed from 
local authorities under the Small Dwell- 
ings Acquisition Acts or the Housing Acts. 

(d) To limit for a period of four years 


.the rent or purchase price of houses built 


by private builders under licence. 

For housing and other urgent building 
purposes the Minister of Works is making 
arrangements for the production and dis- 
tribution of building materials and housing 
components, including prefabricated houses 
(and here, as reported elsewhere in this 
issue, the Ministry of Supply are turning 
over about 20 Royal Ordnance factories to 
the manufacture of fittings). The Minister 
of Works, the Bill states, may sometimes 
find it necessary to buy supplies in bulk. 
When requested he will also prepare hous- 
ing sites and erect prefabricated or other 
houses on behalf of local authorities. 
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INCREASING BUILDING OUTPUT 


CAN A BONUS ON OUTPUT BE INTRODUCED ? 


The article on “Increasing Building Output,” advocating the introduction of a bonus 
on output, has created much interest in the building trade, We publish below a first 
selection of letters received, which give the industry's first reactions to the plan—Eb, 


From Mr. A. C. Bossom, M.P. 
To rue Eprror or The Builder. _ 

Sm,—You asked for frank criticism 
of the recent article, ‘‘ Increasing Build- 
ing Output.’’ My feeling about it is that 
the suggestion put forward is definitely 
ingenious, but it does give the impression 
of introducing still more complications 
and possible causes of delay, and does not 
really get down to the fundamentals that 
are the root causes of high cost, and whose 
elimination would correspondingly lead to 
reductions. ° 

In my judgment, the entire approach 
towards the building industry in this 
country will have to be altered before 
there is any likelihood of material savin 
being made. The present set-up, right 
from the attitude of the owner, towards 
the architect and the builder, is far too 
distant ; 
seldom complete before actual work com- 
mences ; the scientific handling of the site, 
materials and so forth could be tightened 
up; and, in fact, in my judgment, based 
on experiences in other countries where 
the standard of building work is just as 
high, where quality of materials used is 
. just as good, where the mechanics are paid 
considerably higher wages in spite of the 
fact that buildings per cubic foot are no 
dearer than over here, we must make one 
or two fundamental changes before we can 
make marked improvements in our total 
costs—if we are not to wait: until unem- 
ployment in the building industry forces 
down prices. 

Atrrep C. Bossom. 
London, S.W.1. 


From Mr. T. P. Bennett, C.B.E. 
To tHe Eprtor or The Builder. 

Srr,—I have read with great interest 
your article on ‘Increasing Building 
Output.’’ The proposal outlined in this 
article has two main sub-divisions :— 

1. To ascertain the standard man-hours 
for individual operations in building. 

2. The application of this standard 
information to a bonus system of payment 
spread over the whole of the building in 
question. 

With regard to the standard man-hours 
for operations, I am convinced that the 
industry has for far too long wrongly con- 
tended that standard working hours 
cannot be calculated owing to the differ- 
ences in quality of work, place of execu- 
tion, size of contract, and so forth. 

These factors must affect any such cal- 
culations, but there is a far greater simi- 
larity in tested man-hours of similar 
operations than we have so far been pre- 
pared to accept. 

F have recently arranged for a large 


number of tests to be carried out on’ 


similar operations, and there is no doubt 
whatever that the figures are producing 
reliable standard results. % 

Before the industry can improve its 
efficiency, it must have this information 
at its disposal, and I consider steps should 
be taken at. once for exhaustive tests to 
be made“and published for agreement to 
be reached for standard man-hours on suit- 
able work, and for the industry to com- 
mence - its investigation of its own 
efficiency on these lines. 

With regard to-the- application, of such 
man-hours to a: bonus as a whole, it 


instructions to contractors are ° 


- becomes more and more clear that neither 


architects, quantity surveyors nor builders 
really know the cost of individual items 
of their work, and I think before a system 
of paying bonus on man-hours can be put 
into force, it is necessary to have 
attached to the quantities the man-hour 
schedules which your correspondent sug- 
gests, and to allow the whole industry to 
become familiar with this method of cal- 
culation. 

I would strongly advocate that man- 
hours are included in bills of quantities as 
soon as @ basic rate can be calculated and 
published. 

T. P. Bennerr. 

43, Bloomsbury-square, W.C.1. 


From Mr. G. J. Macmillan. 
To tHe Epitor or The Builder. 


Srr,—Your special correspondent de- 
serves praise and thanks for the concrete 
suggestions towards increasing building 
output as published in your issue dated 
November 16. 

Simplicity and success often go hand in 
hand. The plan for sharing the ‘‘savings”’ 
on a successful job has the virtue of sim- 
plicity. Perhaps the solution, when it 
comes, will be a simple one. One may 
reflect that a good employer and a good 
workman can always make a ‘good bargain. 
A feature of industry to-day, most pro- 
nounced in the building industry, is that 
bargains are conditioned by the average 
employer and the average workman, each 
subject to the limitations in outlook of the 
respective federations, and both subject to 
the professional traditions of architects 
and surveyors. This may sound platitu- 
dinous, but it bears repeating as the one 
reason why the best organisations in the 
industry are not permitted to evolve and 
apply payment by results. 

Acceptance in principle of ‘‘ payment by 
results ’’ is the first essential. Given this, 
the simple plan outlined by your special 
correspondent may prove efficacious, but, 
if the experience of other industries is a 
criterion, it is likely that something more 
comprehensive and less simple will evolve. 
Based as it is on ‘‘ performance stan- 
dards”’ and ‘‘man-hour measurement,’’ 
the plan is well founded. Let us stop 
thinking of ‘‘ lower cost” and concentrate 
on more production per hour—PMH as it 
is fashionably called. Values in £ s. d. 
are unstable things, and, while admitting 
that the time factor is conditioned by the 
method employed, it is nevertheless more 
stable than currency and therefore more 
durable as a standard. The industry can 
face higher wage rates with equanimity if 
a relatively higher output is assured. 

Operation X& concerns itself with ‘‘ man- 
hour standards’ to the exclusion of all 
other factors affecting production. 

Presumably each measurement would be 
based on a method of working laid down 
in the standard tables. Presumably each 
contractor would adopt the standard 
method relevant to each standard measure- 
ment. This second presumption is a great 
one and therein the: plan is subject to 
greatest criticism. Until there is reason- 
able assurance that competing contractors 
would adopt. methods laid down by pro- 
fessional technicians it is doubtful if stan- 
dards on bills would be justified. 

On housing perhaps the plan might serve 
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-a good purpose, justifying the creation of 


standards capable of wide application 
throughout the years of acute shortage. 
If, so, let it be tried. But the industry has 
to tackle a wider problem, and as a solu- 
tion Operation X falls far short of its 
needs. Four points in support of this 
opinion are :— 

1. Direct man-hours 
determinant of output. 

2. An individual incentive is’a desidera- 
tum. Distribution of a total sum pro rata 
to wages would penalise the good work- 
man and subsidise a poor one. The pay- 
ment tends to become divorced from the 
performance and _ loses __ effectiveness 
thereby. 

5. To make the plan effective the Stan- 
dard Table of Man-hour Components 
should provide for every possible variation 
of design, Such a table, if practicable, 
would be overwhelmingly voluminous. 

4. Subject to technical opinion, it is 
suggested that a ‘‘standard method”’ 
would not be acceptable by, or good for, 
the industry. . 

Consideration of any scheme for increas- 
ing building output should recognise at 
least five factors affecting production. 


The interaction of these 


are not the only 


METHODS factors will control the 
MATERIALS final result. Greater or 
Man-Hoovrs less expenditure on one 
Macuine-Hovurs | may be accompanied by 
MANAGEMENT an inverse effect on the 


others. 

Operation X would be improved by the 
inclusion of machine-hours in its stan- 
dards, but even so, if it continued to 
ignore possible variations in method and 
management it would-fail to satisfy the 
total need. Nevertheless, the fundamental 
idea of Operation X, adopted by indi- 
vidual contractors and incorporated in 
office schedules for application to the job, 
is the starting point of successful control ; 
it is the basis of planning. It may be too 
much to expect uniformity of method in 
construction ;. but there is more scope for 
some uniformity of method in planning, 
measuring, recording, and rewarding. 

In a lecture to the Institution of Civil 
Engineers (published by the Institution), 
Mr. R. M. Wynne Edwards outlined a 
“‘method of determining labour and plant 
costs in civil engineering works.’? The 
method outlined did not appear to employ 
standards for comparison with the actuals 
disclosed. Your special correspondent has 
outlined a method of employing standards, 
but ignores the importance of disclosing 
actuals against each standard. Individual 
incentive would necessitate the disclosure 
of actual performance. 

The conclusion is obvious. Concerted 
action is needed, and your promised lead- 
ing article on the subject may help to 
bring this about. I make no apology for 
withholding more detailed constructive 
aeeny: The solution, when it comes, 
will take a lot of space, and if I may 
contribute I will do so gladly. 

G. J. Macmitzan, 

A.C.1.8., A:C.W.A. 
Crawley. : 


From Mr. D. C. Burgess. 
To tue Eprror or The Builder. 


_ Sm,—I have read your article on 
increasing output in the building industry 
with great interest. I would like to con- 
gratulate you on having been able to find 
someone who, though obviously knowing 
the technical difficulties of operating any 
payment-by-results schéme, has not only 
taken thought on the subject but has 
made the result public through your 
paper. 
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The scheme, in my opinion, goes a long 
way towards providing what we want, but 
here will, I fear, be every sort of obstacle 
aised to prevent its introduction into the 
ndustry. It is always thus with innova- 
ions. Was it not said in the early days 
pf the war that it was impossible to have 
nayment-by-results in our industry where 
‘every job is different ’’? 

The scheme, as I understand it, provides 
at last for the adoption of a basic rate of 

inimum_output to apply nationally. This 
means that once the scheme is in operation 
he operative will be assured of the same 
basis wherever he works, and will be able 

o rely on having a square deal. This fact 
of having a rate fixed for everyone should 
appeal to all contractors who do not wish 
o go ‘‘ scrounging’’ for Jabour, for I am 
ertain that this would be the result if 
every contractor was allowed to set his 
own target, apart from the fact that 
labour, having experience of individual 
rate fixing and subsequent rate-cutting in 
other industries, would never agree. 

Your correspondent has suggested the 
use of the machinery—that is, the quan- 
ity surveying profession—which already 
exists for the calculation of the proper 
value of both labour and materials in a 
building, for calculating the value of the 
labour separately. The fact ‘that this 
machinery exists and enjoys the confidence 
lof all concerned as providing a fair means 
of securing justice between buyer and 
seller is a great advantage. It makes un- 
necessary the setting up of any, new 
machinery, which would inevitably lead 
to endless discussion and delay. 

I would make one plea—do not let the 
basic rate of output be set too high. Let 
us make the prize for working worth 
having. The problem-with labour in the 
industry at the moment is that they will 
not work because the pay packet is little 
more than the dole, and the employers do 
not like making it any bigger because they 
feel that, as things are to-day, they are 
buying time and not work. To get 
nothing in exchange for a £5 wage-packet 
means heading for disaster; to get real 
work for a £10 wage-packet may be the 
salvation of us all. 















D. C..Buresss. 
London. 


From. Mr. E. Sydney Mess. 
To tHE Eprror or The Builder. 

Sir,—I have read with great interest 
the above article in your last issue. 
Together with many others interested in 
building, I am very disturbed by our 
present costs, and realise that something 
has to be done to reduce them. The ques- 
tion is, ‘‘ How? ”’ 

Our production is in many operations 
taking twice as long as it did, say, ten 
years ago, and Payment by Results 
generally set the basic output at about 
0 per cent. of what many employers had 
been in the habit of obtaining only a few 
years ago. For example, excavation is 
.25 cu. yds. per man hour, depending on 
the machine, and 9-in, brickwork 50 bricks 
per hour. There is now a great danger 
that the basic output as laid down by 
Payment by Results will be accepted as 
the normal output, and any system of 
bonusing, in view of the low targets, will 
add very considerably to our building 
costs. 

The scheme as put’ forward certainly 
opens up new possibilities, but I cannot 
see that the building owner will be very 
interested, as firstly, he will know that 
“X’’ has been included in the tender 
figure, but not what proportion of ‘“‘ X ”’ 
will be subtracted from the ultimate cost. 
In the case of houses to-day your selling 
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price or rental return is fixed, so the owner 
obviously wants to know what his cost 
will be. - 

As far as the proportion of distribution 
is concerned, it appears to: me that a con- 
tractor using the most modern equipment 
would achieve speed and make a great sav- 
ing in man-hours at his own expense—the 
owner and the operative would receive a 
share out, whereas the contractor’s share 
would be more than absorbed in ‘the run- 
ning and depreciation costs of his’ plant. 
Nevertheless, something has to be done to 


‘ increase output, and our operatives, if I 


judge them rightly at the moment, would 
not be interested in the ‘‘ Merit Awards,” 
similar to what we are told are given in 
the United States. 

I have always considered that, under 
nofmal conditions on a well organised job 
with good supervision, better results will 
be obtained when all the labour is em- 
ployed. on an hourly rate than when the 
Job is being carried out at piece-work rates 
or. on a bonus system; but during the diffi- 
cult period that is now facing us a system 
or method that is going to increase the 
man-hour output will be very welcome in 
the industry. 

Finally, I would- suggest. that, should 
the scheme be taken up by the powers that 
be, it would be very desirable that the 
‘‘Standard Table of Man-hour Com- 
ponents ’’ should be graded according to 
the class of work involved; for instance, 
one would expect a higher standard of 
workmanship in the ,new House of 
Commons that is to ‘be built than on the 
thousands of houses upon which the 
Government are now embarking, and this 
should be reflected in the man-hours 
allotted to the operation. ; 

E.. Sypney Moss. 

Stanmore. 


From Mr. A. W. Yeomans. 
To tHe Epitor or The Builder. 
Srr,—Congratulations on your courage 
in publishing the article upon this im- 
portant but -difficult. problem. Some 
answer must be found that will be equally 
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satisfactory to employers and operatives 
if wage rates are to be increased, and the 
cost of building yet kept within bounds. 

I do not think that much progress will 
be made until it is realised that entirely 
different methods will have to be adopted 
for various classes of work. The scheme 
that might be successful on large factory 
construction would probably be unsuitable 
for repetition housing work, and, either 
method might fail to bring the desired 
result when based upon alteration or large- 
scale painting work. There is also the 
problem of the very large proportion of 
labour that is used upon day-to-day main- 
tenance and repair work that would call 


‘for special treatment. 


I heard one operative dismiss the whole 
idea, with the remark, ‘‘ The employers 
are still wanting to squeeze a quart out 
of a pint pot.” The problem is to deter- 
mine what should be the standard con- 
tents of ‘‘ the pint pot ” and to find some 
equitable method Btls payment to 
operatives who produce more than the 
standard. At the moment the employer 
has no guarantee as to the size of the pot, 
or the respective ‘proportion of liquid and 
froth contained therein—often, it seems 
at the moment, 75 per cent. froth, 

The employer who is fearful of ‘‘ seamp- 
ing” following any scheme of payment 
by results should remember that ‘“‘ con- 
sumer demand’’ always determines the 
quality of merchandise (even the particu- 
lar type of merchandise usually supplied 
in “‘ pint pots ”’), and that insistence upon 
a standard of quality, and refusal of sub- 
standard work, will prove his fears to be 
unfounded. 

I am wondering whether it would be 
possible to set up a joint representative 
body as a Study Committee, to consider 
and advise upon the scheme outlined by 
your correspondent, together with the 
many suggestions that are bound to come 
from your readers, as a result of the pub- 
licity given in your columns. 


A. W. Yromans. 
, 41, Upper Berkeley-street, W.1. 





A. I5theCENTURY PIGEON-HOUSE at Bourton-on-the-Water, now a row. of 
/ cottages. From a pencil drawing by A. C. Fare, R.WA. 
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HOSTEL FOR SINGLE WOMEN, WARRISTON STREET, CARNTYNE 





SIDE (SOUTH) ENTRANCE. 
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RONALD BRADBURY, Ph.D., 
F.R.1.B.A., A.M.P.T.1., DIRECTOR 
OF HOUSING, GLASGOW 
CORPORATION 


THE BLOCK OF FLATS FOR SINGLE 
women at Warriston-street has been 
built to house displaced single per- 
sons, mostly unmarried or widowed 
women, under the powers provided 
in the 1930 Housing (Scotland) Act. 
The building is, however, of greater 
importance than this bare state- 
ment implies. The whole idea be- 
hind the scheme is, by the provision 
of suitable accommodation for 
single women, to make available for 
families the larger houses which 
the former at present occupy. Thus, 
for every single flat of this charac- 
ter built, a like number of family 
houses are made available. The 
block at Carntyne is, therefore, 
equivalent to 36 full-sized houses, 
in addition, of course, to, the fact 
that the hostel block also provides 
a three-apartment house for the 
warden and family. 

The Warriston-street Hostel is 
the fourth and most complete build- 
ing of this type which the Glasgow 
Corporation has yet erected. It 
was opened on October 18 by Coun- 
cillor Adam 8. McKinlay, M.P. 

The building is three storeys in 
height and is composed of three 
wings’ roughly to the shape of the 
letter “‘U.” the three sides enclos- 
ing a courtyard containing a lawn 
and drying greens for the use of the 
tenants. There are three staircases 
serving the central portion and the 
two wings which lead to open bal- 
conies from which access is ob- 
tained to the individual flats. The 
balconies form an __ interesting 
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feature of the courtyard elevation 
and are painted in bright and 
attractive colours. 

In addition to the 36 flats, the 
building includes, on, the ground 
floor, a spacious entrance hall with 
a small office for the warden and a 
large common room for the use of 
the tenants. The “warden’s three- 
apartment house is also reached 
from the central hall. 

Hot water is supplied to the flats 
from a éentral boilerhouse, More- 
over, household refuse can be dis- 
posed of at each floor level by means 
of chutes which are discharged into 
bins on the ground floor. 

The building is of traditional con- 
struction with 164-in. cavity brick 
walls roughcasted externally and 
plastered internally. The base of 
the building, however, is con- 
structed of precast concrete slabs 
with a Dorset pea-gravel finish. 
Partitions are of brick plastered 
and the floors are composed of pre- 
cast concrete flooring units finished 
with seamless composition. The 
nature of the construction of the 
building makes it, therefore, highly 
fire resistant. 

The elevations are designed in 
the modern manner and aré a 
simple statement of the plan, archi- 
tectural interest being achieved 
mainly by the grouping of the struc- 
tural elements. Particular features 
of the design are the handling of 
the staircases with long narrow 
windows and the treatment of the 
main entrance in the centre of the 
facade. with concrete canopy, tiled 
surround and brick flower-boxes. 

The Individual Flats.—Access to 
each individual flat is obtained 
from the balcony, and there is a 
small vestibule with coat cupboard 
and doors leading to the living- 
room and bathroom. The latter is 
provided with wash basin, bath and 
W.c. The living-room is a large 
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apartment with a generous metal 
casement window. At one end there 
is a fireplace with tiled surround. 
The other end of the room leads into 
a sleeping alcove with separate win- 
dow, providing ample space for a 
bed. The archway between the 
living-room and the sleeping alcove 
is so arranged that it would be an 
easy matter for the individual ten- 
ant to provide curtains so that, dur- 
ing the day, the sleeping area can 








VIEW IN COURT FROM SOUTH-WEST, 


be separated from the living area. 
A built-in wardrobe with ample 
hanging space is provided in the 
alcove. 

A second doorway leads from the 
living-room into a fully equipped 
kitchenette, the window of which 
fronts on to the balcony. The 
kitchenette is provided with a tub, 
sink, gas wash-boiler and cooker. In 
addition, there is a small kitchen 
cupboard-fitment and a ‘drying 


SHOWING ACCESS’ BALCONIES. 
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HOSTEL FOR SINGLE WOMEN; WARRISTON STREET, CARNTYNE, GLASGOW. 
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pulley is also provided. A door in The rent to be charged for each poration’s Housing Department 
one corner of the kitchenette leads flat is 10s. per week, inclusive of under the direction of the Housing 
to the ventilated larder with ample occupier’s rates and hot-water. The Director, Mr. Ronald Bradbury, 
shelving for food. plans were prepared in the Cor- Ph.D., F.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I. 
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THE PREPARATION OF SITES 
FOR HOUSING SCHEMES 


By RAGLAN SQUIRE, F.R.I.B.A. 


4.—SERVICES. 


Tue present methods of running ser- 
vices to a housing site are most definitely 
due for an overhaul in the light of recent 
scientific and mass-production develop- 
ment. One has only to look over any con- 
temporary housing estate to be forcibly 
struck by the ‘‘ shambles” that develops 





running of services. 

A glance at the photographs published 
with this article emphasises this point 
only too clearly—they were taken recently 
on a temporary housing site still in course 
of erection. Notice how the whole area 
between road and house becomes a sort of 
battlefield in appearance; notice the 
trenches running in all sorts of directions, 
crossing each other at odd angles and 
without any apparent plan; notice the 
primitive manhole in front of the factory- 
produced house; and notice, too, the 
general litter and lack of organisation. 
Surely. there must be room for improve- 
ment here! 

The services that normally have to be 
run include the drains, gas, water, and 
electricity supplies, and sometimes the 
G.P.O. lines; and other possibilities are 
rediffusion lines, and, in the near future, 
district heating. The problem may be 
conveniently divided up into the installa- 
tion of the main runs and then the con- 
nections from these mains to individual 
houses themselves. 

So far as the mains are concerned, it is 
becoming fairly general practice to run 
those for gas, water and electric supplies 
under the footpath. In the service roads 
the drains are sometimes run around the 
backs of the houses, sometimes along the 
front, and sometimes in the roadway, 
according to local practice and local con- 
ditions. The above procedure is fairly 
sound, although it does sometimes seem 
that there is lack of co-operation between 
the various service supply departments 
when one notices them following each 

other on a site, each digging their 
own individual trenches. It should be 
possible to produce considefable economies 
if the departments concerned could be 
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FIG. 1.—SERVICES AS NORMALLY RUN. 





“THE WHOLE AREA BETWEEN RO*D AND 
HOUSE BECOMES A SORT OF BATTLEFIELD 


IN APPEARANCE . . . SURELY THERE MUST 
BE ROOM FOR IMPROVEMENT.” 
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persuaded to combine so that some of 
them, at least, might run in a communal 
trench. ’ 


Connections to Individual Houses. 

It is in the matter of the connections to 
the. individual houses that obvious imme- 
diate simplifications suggest themselves, 
and in order to demonstrate the sort of 
thing that is in mind, two alternative 
methods of running. these services have 
. been drawn out. 

In Fig. 1 the services have been shown 
as they would normally be run—perhaps a 
little more tidily arranged than they 
generally are--and the section demon- 
strates the really large amount of digging 
and filling which goes on in order to 
get’ a few small pipes from the road to 
the house. It will be seen that each house 
has its own individual connection to the 
mains, and it will be argued that this is 
necessary on account of control valves, 
stopcocks, intersecting chambers, etc. But 
is all this really necessary? 

Fig. 2 represents a suggested alternative 
arrangement of the services (with the ex- 
ception of the drains, which are shown 
round the backs of the houses), placed in 
@ communal precast concrete duct running 
under the paving slabs which form the 
' footpath to the houses, and in this manner 
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hardly: any digging is porary. Pipes 
and cables are well protected from the 
enthusiastic gardener’s haphazard digging 
«by the paving slabs, and the slabs them- 
sélves may be lifted with ease whenever 
any repairs or maintenance are necessary, 
or whenever any new services, such as the 
telephone, district heating, etc., have to 
be installed. 

It will be argued that the water-pipe 
will be too near the surface and will need 
lagging against frost, and that the gas and 
electric services should not be in the same 
duct. These points require careful con- 
sideration, but the cost of lagging the 
water-pipe and the necessary protection 
between gas and electricity may be offset 
against the hidden cost of the muddle 
shown in the photographs. . The ‘cost 
of the precast concrete duct is probably 
far less than the cost of the éxtra excava- 
tion and filling shown in Fig. 1. 

It will be noticed, too, that in the case 
of gas and water a communal supply pipe 
from the road to the house has been shown 
with a T-junction between the two houses, 
This gives a considerable saving on pipe- 
length throughout a housing estate, and 
there is no fundamental reason why such 
an arrangement should not be adopted. In 
the case of the electricity supply, however, 
separate cables should definitely be run. 
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The junction-box and the small lengths of 
pipe running from the box to the houses 
could all go down as a preassembled unit, 
thus saving a great deal of fiddling around 
on the site, and all the site work that 
would be necessary would be a straight 
run in the duct from the junction-box to 
the mains. 


Some other Possibilities. 

There are other possibilities : if a duct 
turns out too expensive, at least the com- 
munal trench might be an answer. There 
is also the possibility of using a thrust- 
borer. Such a machine would require 
only a pit in the footpath and a pit be- 
tween the two houses; a borehole could 
then be run from the former to the latter, 
and the services drawn back on the return 
run of the thrust-borer, thus avoiding a 
great deal of normal excavation. 

As to drains, the standards laid down 
for the number of manholes in the normal 
building bye-laws are unnecessarily strict ; 
so long as a clean rod through can be 
obtained, there is no need fo have a man- 
hole at every junction and bend. This is 
illustrated in Fig. 2, where there would be 
rodding eyes at the bottom of the soil and 
vent-pipe to each house. There are new 
light materials beginning to appear for 
use instead of the old heavy stoneware 
pipes, and in such materials it would be 
possible to preassemble considerable 
lengths of drain with all the junctions, 
etc., made in the factory. These assem- 
blies could then, on arrival at: the site, 
be dropped straight into trenches which 
could be dug. by machine, and need be no 
wider than Qin. or 10in., as no work 
would have to be done at the bottom. 

As in,most things, the difficulties of im- 
plementing such suggestions as have been 
made above are administrative more than 
The various supply depart- 
ments of the local authorities and the 
independent public utility companies, all 
with their own financial arrangements, 
make the procedure for co-operation ex- 
tremely difficult, but such difficulties will, 
nevertheless, have-to be overcome, and 
co-operation on these questions must be 
obtained if real economy is to be achieved 
in the running of services on the many 
housing sites which will be developed over 
the next ten years. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


(Whilet we. are glad to publish letters on profes- 
and other matters of interest to eur ’ 

it must be understood that we do not necessarily 
endorse the remarks of correspondents, who will 
eblige us By they will express their views as briefly 


@s possible.) 
** Building Costs.” 
* To tHe Epitor or 7'he Builder. 

Sir,—Mr. Cordery’s outburst against 
irresponsible jerry-building is understand- 
able; in fact, he merely echoes the senti- 
ments already forcibly expressed by the 
organised speculative —_ house-building 
industry. ‘ 

If Mr, Cordery kept himself abreast of 
the times. and was well informed regard- 
ing movements within the. industry he 
would be aware that, as long ago as 1937, 
steps were taken by the establishment of 
the National House-Builders Registration 
Council to enable the public to distinguish 
between good and bad speculative. house- 
building. Now that all the pre-war house- 
builders’ organisations are merged in the 
Federation of Registered House-Builders 
(membership of which involves the sub- 
mission of every house to the independent 


inspection by the Registration Council’s 


technical staff throughout construction) 
the fears expressed in his letter are 
groundless. 

As a builder of many years’ standing 
1 can confirm the statements made in your 
article on ‘‘ Building Costs,’’ Any building 
contractor who also builds speculatively 
(we., at the risk of, his qwn capital) will 
agree that it is possible to make economies 
without sacrifice of quality where he has 
complete’ control of the building opera- 
tions, and that his actual costs: and 
on-costs are customarily less on his private 
enterprise housing than on his contract 


housing. 
F. E. Moss, 
President, Federation of Registered 
House-Builders. 
London, W.1. 


Excessive Profits. 
To tHE Eprror or The Builder. 

Smr,—The high prices being submitted 
against quantities for housing do not 
appear to ‘be justified by the rates of pay 
earned by the workers in all the trades 
which go to make up the building trade, 
including the production of materials. One 
is driven to the conclusion that the go- 
slow tactics of the workers are not entirely 
responsible and that contractors are look- 
ing for 4 higher percentage of profit than 
was possible up to 1939. The prices I have 
lately received range between 2s. 24d. and 
2s. 6d. c.f., or from 25s. to 38s. per 
foot of floor area. To this has to be added 

the cost of the site and professional fees. 
‘The other day I received a bill for work 
done, in which not only had the materials 
been charged at well over cost, but the 
percentage added for overheads and profit 
worked out at 624 per cent. 

No, the whole of ‘the blame for high 
building costs cannot be put upon the 
labour. 

CHARTERED ARCHITECT. 


Public Architectural Appointments. 
To tHE Epiror or The Builder. 

Srr,—At the time of publication of the 
letter of ‘‘ An Official Architect ’? (in your 
issue of November 9) I was seriously ill, 
or I should probably have replied to 
it forthwith. I say ‘‘ probably’’ because, 
as a general rule, I despise the corre- 
spondent who hides his identity in the 
coward’s castle of anonymity. Why ‘‘ An 
Official Architect’’ and persons of his 
kidney are afraid to disclose their identity 
Ido not know, except that, perhaps, they 
are willing to wound but afraid to strike. 
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In any case, your correspondent has got 
his ‘ facts ” all wrong. My efforts on the 
Registration Council were directed in the 
interests of all registered architects and 
not in the interests of any particular 
section. 

If ‘‘ An Official Architect ’’ will make 
inquiries of the Registrar, A.R.C.U.K., I 
think he will find that most of the entrants 
to the Register by examination have 
qualified ‘through the various recognised 
schools, and not through the R.I.B.A. 


Such entrants can ostensibly please them- - 


selves whether they join the R.I.B.A., or 
any ‘other architectural body, or none at 
all. But, as I suspect, some subtle in- 
fluence behind the ‘‘ Public Appoint- 
ments’ advertisements, to which refer- 
ence has been made, is calculated to per- 
suade such entrants to seek membership 
of the R.I.B.A.—an undesirable form of 
recruitment. Incidentally, I am advised 
that an architect who obtains the title 
‘* A.R.1.B.A.”’ may continue to use those 
letters even though he ceases membership 
of that body or refuses to contribute to 
its funds, ’ 

In regard to the I.A.A.S. Architectural 
Examinations, these were being. held 
before the Registration “Act was passed. 
Since then, the R.I.B.A., through its sheer 
weight of numbers on that cumbersome 
machinge—the Board of Architectural Edu- 
cation—has done everything it can to 
prevent the recognition of our examina- 
tions, although we are anxious to institute 
the examination qualification. Neverthe- 
less, quite a large number of our members 
have qualified by examination, and there 
is no dearth of would-be examinees. 

If ‘‘ An Official Architect’’ or any 
genuine inquirer will communicate with 
me, I shall be happy to show him my files 
and to give him as much help as possible 
in his search after truth. 

In conclusion, may I return to my con- 
tention, which has been supported by a 
majority of members of the Registration 
Council—t.e., that every registered archi- 
tect should be eligible to apply for an 
appointment, the remuneration for which 
comes out of the pocket of the rate- or 
taxpayer. 

G. B. J. Arnog, Secretary, 
Incorporated Association of 
Architects and Surveyors. 

Westminster. 


Transferable ‘‘ Cost of Works ”’ 
Payments. 
To rue Eprror or The Builder. 


Srr,—Under the present regulations the 
War Damage Commission will make a 
‘“‘cost of works’’ payment for war- 
damaged dwelling-houses erected since 
1914 (or for houses erected before that 
ddte having the same amenities and equal 
in all respects to post-1914 houses), even 
where the war damage entails total de- 
struction. 

However, where a ‘‘cost* of works”’ 
payment would normally be payable if in 
the interests of good ‘‘ planning ”’ it is not 
desirable to rebuild.on the site occupied 
by a war-damaged house, only a ‘“‘ value 
payment’ is therefore payable. 

Since value payments are calculated on 
a basis of values obtaining in 1939, an 
owner may find that because of the opera- 
tion of a planning scheme he is unable to 
rebuild his house on an alternative site 
owing to the greatly increased cost of 
building above 1939 prices. 

In order that ‘hardship on owner- 
occupiers should be minimised, would it 
not be desirable for the War Damage Com- 
mission to be permitted to make a ‘‘ cost 
of works’ payment for houses transfer- 
able, where “‘ planning’’ prevents the re- 
instatement on the original site? 
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The owner of the house would presum- 
ably have to pay the cost of the new site, 
including road charges, if any. Presum- 
ably he would receive compensation for 
the land he is compelled to relinquish 
under a planning scheme; thus he should. 
not be greatly, if at all, out of pocket. 

B. A. P. Wrinron-Lewis, A.B I.B.A. 

Brighton. 


Release from the Forces. 
To THe EpiTor or The Bualder. 


Sm,—A builder requested the return of 
an employee and received the following 


‘Applications for release of soldiers 
out of their normal turn, for work of 
national importance, will be entertained 
only for a very limited number of key 
specialists required for work of recon- 
struction.” 

Key specialists only will not solve the 
reconstruction problem. So far as work 
of national importance is concerned, works 
of reparation and recovery of vacant pro- 
perties should take priority, for men re- 
turning from the Forces cannot give of 
their best if living accommodation is 
inadequate or non-existent. Thousands of 
recoverable houses, derelict for three years 
or so, will pass through another ‘winter 
unoccupied. 

According to the present system of 
release from the Forces, a large number of 
skilled building trade operatives will not. 
be released until July, August or so of 
1946, for these men were detained for 
bomb damage, 1940-41, and- subsequent 
essential war work. 

Sypney A. NAYLOR. 

London, W.1. 


R.I.B.A. 


FOLLOWING are notes from the Council 
minutes of October 16:— 

War Damace Repatrs sy Loca AUTHORI- 
tTiEs.—The Executive Committee reported 
that they had taken up with the War 
Damage Commission and the Ministry 
of Works the question of war damage re- 
pairs being undertaken by local authori- 
ties while architects in private practice 
were unable to obtain licences on behalf 
of their clients. 

EXHIBITION. OF TOWN PLANNING FOR 
Swepen.—The Town Planning Committee 
have been asked to deal with the Pose 
tion of an exhibition of Britis own 
Planning to be sent to Sweden and other 
Scandinavian countries. The arrange- 
ments will be made in conjunction with 
the British Council. ; 

THe NatTionaL Piran.—The Council have 
approved the publication of the work so 
far done on the National Plan and a Sub- 
Committee of. the Town and Country 
Planning Committee is dealing with the 
matter. The Council decided not to pro- 
— further with work on the National 

an. 

ScaLE oF FEES AND CHARGES.—The 
Ministry of Health have agreed to a re- 
vised time scale under Clause 1 of the 
Seale of Fees for the Emergency Conver- 
sion of Dwelling. Houses: into Flats by 
Local Authorities which was published 
in the May, 1944, Journal. 

The Council approved the revision of 
Clause 7 of the R.I.B.A. Scale of Charges 
to provide for a minimum fee of seven 
guineas a day. ; 

MEMBERSHIP.—The following members 
were elected :—As Fellows, 23; as Associ- 
ates, 23; and as Licentiates, 30. 


OBITUARY 


0. Beeston Hatchard. 

The death has taken place, after long 
illness, contracted on active service durin 
the war, of Mr. O. Beeston Hatchard, 
late Lieut., R.N.V.R., former. architect to 
British Government in Port Sudan. 
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EDUCATING THE BUILDER 


THE IMPORTANCE OF EFFICIENT 
TRAINING 


SPEAKING at a meeting of the London 
Master Builders’ Association’s' Central 
Area No. 3 last week, Mr..H. C. HarR.anp, 
Immediate Past President of the 
L.M.B.A., who delivered one of the lec- 
tures in the recent series on ‘‘ Post-War 
Problems for the Building Industry ’”’ at 
the University of London, urged afresh 
the importance of training to ensure that 
the building industry became more efli- 
cient and scientific. 

We have a big leeway to make up (said 
Mr. Harland). During those rushing 
war years we were able to do little in 
training newcomers into the industry, and 
for many who, during this long period, 
came in to assist us there is much to learn 
and unlearn. 

We are all alarmed at the lack of out- 
put. This I put down largely to lack of 
knowledge .and_ skill, which really 
amounts to lack of training. After the 
last war, output gradually speeded up 
with the return of men from the Forces, 
and I do not fear the future. The urge 
to achieve and give of their best is an in- 
herent characteristic in our men of the 
building industry, and I confidently look 
forward to better things from all of us. 

First of all, it is up to us to see that 
every man who may have become war- 
weary is given encouragement and the 
best training for peace-time, and those of 
us who have the experience should take 
infinite pains to help our fellows. 

Many men are coming out of the Forces 
who went as boys and partly trained 
youths. For these there is the Govern- 
ment Vocational Training to enable them 
by an intensive refresher course to attain 
a degree of skill to enable them to come 
into the industry as craftsmen. There 
are courses in seven of the crafts which 
will extend over a period of six months 
in training centres, of which many men 
are already availing themselves.  Pro- 
vided the instructors are themselves effi- 
cient, then men apt to learn will have a 
fair knowledge of their particular craft. 
Instructors are likely to be the weakness 
in the scheme, so it is important that the 
best men are available for this keystone 
to its success. All men coming out of 
this course must pass a proficiency test 
before being passed on to an employer. 


How the Employer Can Help. 

This is the point at which we, as em- 
ployers, will come in, and it depends on 
how we treat these men right from the 
start how they develop as good craftsmen 
and speedy workers. They will come to 
us for 14 months to gain practical experi- 
ence. We must put them under our best 
foremen. and in our best trained gangs to 
ensure that they progress in craftsman- 
ship. It is useless putting them under 
mediocre foremen and to dilute gangs 
known to be poor in craft and speed. 
Speed only comes by efficiency, so it is 
most important that these men have the 
very best opportunity of earning their 
living by good training in practical work- 
manship. Let us encourage these men to 
attend evening continuation classes and 
by our interest in their studies, by obtain- 
ing reports on their progress from their 
technical schools, let them appreciate 
that we intend them to make their mark 
as real craftsmen. ‘ They will never be 
worth all the training and the very sub- 
stantial wages they are to. receive unless 
we do our bit in after-Government Voca- 
tional Training. 


Indenturing the Apprentice. 


This’ brings me to the training of 
apprentices. By the liberal terms we are 
offering and the great interest bein; 
shown by both parties to the Nation 
Apprenticeship Scheme, we. are assured 
of a more speedy flow of intelligent youths 
into our businesses than ever before. The 
great advantages which flow from proper 
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indenture should be pointed out to 
parents by schoolmasters and all able to 
influence our lads. As these boys come 
to us we have the very cream of our man- 
hood, and we can either make or mar 
their future by the way we handle them 
right from their initiation from school to 
work. 

From now all ig learning a craft in 
the industry must be indentured, which 
means that it will not be possible to ad- 
mit nae to craftsmanship by any other 
method. This will make for the raising 
of standards. All apprentices~ must 
attend technical classes on one whole day 
or two half days a week in addition to 
two evenings a week. This is compulsory 
on all apprentices, and it is up to us as 
employers to see not only that the neces- 
sary. attendances are made by having 
attendance” records from the training 
schools, but we should have at least 
quarterly reports on the progress and 
ability of boys. To encourage our appren- 
tices we should make a point of occasion- 
ally attending technical schools to see the 
boys at work and to ensure that the cur- 
riculum is a good one. This will not only 
encourage the students, but also the in- 
structors. As we pay the oar his wages 
whilst he is attending day classes I am 
sure it will mean much greater interest 
by all employers in technical education. 


Informal Education. 

We must not consider that this is the 
end of our responsibility in training 
these lads. In periods of bad weather we 
should arrange for practical talks on trade 
subjects to be given by qualified members 
of our staff on jobs. Foremen under 
whom boys work should be capable of im- 
parting knowledge and of answering in- 
telligent questions and generally ing 
a personal interest in boys, particularly 
in the first two years of apprenticeship 
when character is being formed and the 
seeds of success are sown. Many sugges- 
tions will occur to us for helping our lads 
to help themselves, and we must see that 
these are given effect to. Above all, boys 
must appreciate that advancement de- 
pends on personal application and dili- 
gence and that these rages are soon 
observed and recognised. 

I would now like to touch on a section 
which greatly concerns us. I refer to the 
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training of foremen and Ieading-hands. 
At present the industry is very short of 
the better trained men suitable to act in 
this capacity. Many men are to-day act- 
ing as foremen who, owing to lack of 
facilities during the war, have not had 
the benefit of technical instruction. It 
is up to us to arrange that these men 
shall be encouraged to take senior courses 
in building crafts and construction either 
in evening technical classes or by cor- 
pn wer yr if they are too far from 
technical schools. Unless these men re- 
ceive this technical help which they so 
greatly lack it will-mean that workman- 
ship will be lacking, and general effi- 
ciency on jobs will suffer. 

Referring to higher education up to 
University degrees in building, which, he 
urged, must be available to all classes of 
men who showed the inclination’ and 
ability to take up managerial and ad- 
ministrative positions, Mr. Harland said 
that unless provision were made for Uni- 
versity education then the building in- 
dustry could not be raised to the high 
level necessary to enable the rising 
generation to tackle efficiently the many 
problems of construction facing it. 


“COST-PLUS MUST GO”’ 
NEED TO INCREASE OUTPUT 


Mr. G. W. Bucuanan, President of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, was the chief guest at a 
luncheon of Central Area No. 1 of the 
London Master Builders’ Association, 
held at Derry & Toms’ Restaurant, Ken- 
sington, on Wednesday, November 14. 
Mr. Nigel Hannen, Chairman of the 
Area, presided. There was a full atten- 
dance of members. 


_ Mr. Bucwanan, in the course of speech 
in which he,dealt with a number of the 
industry’s most pressing problems, said 
cost-plus for bomb damage repairs must 
go. Builders agreed with Mr. Aneurin 
Bevan that the cost-plus system of pay- 
ment for war damage repairs was un- 
satisfactory. When the fly-bomb was fall- 
ing, speed at all costs was necessary, but 
the progress made with repairs since then 
was such that cost could and must resume 
its rightful place, and a very important 
one. Builders were anxious to get back 
to competitive tendering at the earliest 
practicable date. ‘‘ The matter is not an 
easy one to settle,’ said the speaker, 
‘but the National Federation. and the 
London Master Builders’ Association are 
in consultation with the Government De- 
partments with a view to finding a speedy 


', Solution of the problem. 


“In order to be in a position to play 
their part effectively in the great housing 
campaign and to put in reasonable prices 
to local authorities for new houses, 
builders all over the country are overhaul- 
ing their organisations so as to bring them 
up to the highest pitch of efficiency. They 
realise to the full that they must be in 
@ position to absorb smoothly a very big 
influx of men and to employ those men 
to the best advantage.” 


Mr. D. C. Burcesss, proposing a vote . 
of thanks to Mr. Buchanan for his 
address, referred to the need to increase 
building output. Builders, he said, 
bought materials and time. When buying 
materials no builder would think of buy- 
ing, say, @ heap of cement; he would 
want to know the-exact quantity he was 
getting. But in buying operatives’ time 
he was quite in the dark as to what, he 
was going to get. Clearly there was an 


» urgent need to relate time to output. He 


would not mind. the operative receiving 
two or three times his present wages so 
long as he gave commensurate output. 
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M.O.H. HOUSING CIRCULARS 


LOCAL AUTHORITY CONSTRUCTION 
A Ministry oF Heatran Circular (185/45) 

invites local authorities to compile re- 
turns, under two lists, A and B, of their 
programmes .of capital expenditure on 
construction for 1946-47, 1947-48 and 
1948-49. Under List A are to be given 
services for housing, education, environ- 
mental health, personal health, high- 
ways, municipal buildings, electricity‘ 
supply, gas supply, water supply, public 
transport, harbours, docks, piers, canals 
and ferries. Under List B, aerodrome 
services, allotments and nal ae 
Children and Young Persons Act, 1953, 
homes and schools, fire service, flood pre- 


vention, . land drainage, markets, 
museums, libraries and art galleries, 
parks and recreation ounds, police, 


ublic assistance, public lighting, sea 
Setaate works, town and country plan- 
ning under the Acts of 1932 and 194, 
civil defence and dismantling, etc., of 
civil defence works, miscellaneous. 

Returns for 1946-47 are required not 
jater than Feburary 1, 1946. 

In the circular, reference is made to 
the White Paper on Employment Policy, 
particularly to those. paragraphs 62-66 
dealing with the methods by which 
public investment can be used as 
an instrument of employment policy. 
The circular continues: “The first 
step to be taken must naturally 
be directed primarily to the situa- 
tion which will present itself in the 
opening phase of the post-war period. It 
must be expected that for some time to 
come there will be a marked excess of 
demand over supply owing to the heavy 
accumulation of arrears of capital expen- 
diture on buildings, plant and equipment 
‘and of works of maintenance, to the 
pressing needs of repair of war damage 
and to the,urgent demands for new de- 
~velopments. The primary method of 
‘dealin with this situation will be 
through the exercise of the appropriate 
controls, but if the problem is to be 
‘handled in a co-ordinated manner and 
the controls are to be so used as to ensure 
that first needs are met first and 
‘the labour and materials made available 
for them, it will be necessary for the 
Government to take stock of the pro- 
spective demands of all forms of capital 
investment and maintenance work in 
<order to be able to review the whole field.” 

“It will be observed that the return 
-ealled for in this circular is in many 
ways similar to the return which was 
‘the subject of Circular 1687 of May 6, 1938. 
‘But it differs in one important -respect, 
‘in that it includes expenditure on the 
‘repair and upkeep of capital works as 
well as capital expenditure itself. The 
‘intention is to include under this head-, 
“ing expenditure on periodical mainten- 
ance work such as repairs of building or 
plant and painting, but not day-to-day 
“maintenance such as cleansing of roads 
-or cleaning of buildings.” 


‘PERMANENT HOUSING PROGRAMME: 
IMPROVED STANDARDS REQUIRED 
Tue Minister of Health states in Cir- 

-cular (200/45) that he has had under re- 

-view the standards to be adopted by Local 

Authorities in the planning of houses to 

“be erected by them, and the arrangement 

for obtaining contracts for houses. In 

‘Circular 128/44, which accompanied the 

Housing Manual, it was stated that a 

range of 800 to 900 sq. ft. would be re- 

garded as appropriate for a three-bedroom 

“house for five persons. The Minister is 

of opinion that a figure of about 900 sq. ft. 

should be regarded as a minimum for 


“houses of this type, and that an appro- - 


priate range is from 900 to 950 sq. ft. 
“Other types of houses should be planned 
on a proportionate scale. This corre- 
sponds with the full standard -recom- 
“mended in the Dudley Report on the 
‘Design of Dwellings. 

The Minister considers that a second 
-water closet should be provided on the 
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pat floor level in three-bedroom and 
arger houses. It can be either inside or 
outside the house; if outside it should 
be connected with the house by a covered 
passage. This will enable the upstairs 
water closet to be combined with the 
bathroom, thus providing a larger bath- 
room. There must be no delay in start- 
ing building, and plans based on the old 
standards which are already in an ad- 
vanced stage of preparation should go 
forward, but all new~plans should be 
based on these improved standards. 

The long-term programme of the Gov- 
ernment for the provision of houses of 
high standard which can be let at rents 
within the means of the tenants cannot 
be implemented unless building costs 
can be established on a satisfactory level. 
Every effort must, therefore, be made 
from the beginning to achieve a progres- 
sive reduction of the present high cost of 
building. In some cases it may, under 
present conditions, be necessary to defer 
the actual installation of some amenities 
which are cF ge as desirable, but pro- 
vision should be made in the planning of 
the houses so as to enable them to be 
included subsequently as soon as supplies 
are easier and prices are lower. The 
Minister does not, however, want the 
reduction in the cost of the programme 
to be secured by reducing the accepted 
standards of accommodation or by omit- 
ting equipment and fittings essential to 
the comfort and efficiency of the house. 
He is relying upon reduction in the cost 
of building materials and upon increased 
efficiszncy and output in the building 
industry to bring about the necessary 
reduction in building costs. 

In view of the importanee of taking 
advantage. of the reduction in building 
costs which ought to be secured in the 
near future, the Minister thinks it impor- 
tant that the contracts to be let should, 
in general, be limited to such number of 
houses as it is estimated can be com- 

leted in from 9 to 12 months and that 

ocal Authorities should advertise for 
tenders and retest the market at frequent 
intervals. To give the fullest opportunity 
to all sizes of contractor, tender’ should 
be sought for small groups of houses as 
well as for series of groups, or, if desired, 
for the total number for which contracts 
are wanted at thd time. In general, more 
satisfactory results are likely to be ob- 
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tained if tenders are sought in the normal 
way of open competition. If after con- 
tracts have been let in this way it appears 
that there is still some building capacity 
in the district which Gan be utilised, no 
objection will be raised to the, negotiation 
of further contracts on the basis of the’ 
provisionally accepted lowest tender, 

The Minister thinks it desirable to 
make some reference to tender prices. If 
the necessary progressive reduction in 
house-building costs is to be secured, it 
is essential to take a strong line in regard 
to tenders which are unreasonably high 
in relation to the present normal level. 
The Minister has felt obliged.to withhold 
approval to a number of such tenders. 

e recognises that any delay in a start 
with building must be a disappointment 
to an authority ‘conscious of the urgent 
need for houses, but he feels sure that 
authorities will recognise the necessity 
for securing at the outset an effective 
control over building prices, and he is 
confident that on a review of the position 
in ivfos igh of prices. ruling in the neigh- 
bourhood, more favourable prices will be 
secured in such cases in the near future. 


HOUSING FITTINGS 


MINISTRY OF SUPPLY IN CONTROL 


THE supply of engineering fittings and 
components for prefabricated houses and 
also for the houses in the building pro- 
grammes of local authorities is to be a 
mass production undertaking controlled 
by the Ministry of Supply. 

Mr. A Saunders, the recently 
appointed director of housing supplies in 
the Ministry, outlined last week the 
general pee of the organisation, which in- 
volves the control of production through 
the supply of raw materials and of labour 
and, to any necessary extent, the direc- 
tion of labour. The manufacture will be 
so closely controlled in the early stages 
and till the volume of supplies overtakes 
the acutest need that it will virtually be 
a Government monopoly. 

Mr. J. Wilmot, the Minister of Supply, 
said that 19 or 20 Royal Ordnance fac- 
tories would be turned over to the. manu- 
facture of house fittings. ‘‘ We are keep- 
ing the R.O.F.s bright and lively as war 
potential. That is the primary function 
of the Ministry of Supply, and these house 
fittings jobs will be put into them to keep 
them as an active and -progressive 
machine with the craftsmen already on 
the spot. There is no danger of losing 
their labour force. We shall be using our 
resources in order to make these neces- 
sary national peace-time products. 
Private enterprise will be used as well 
and will do the bulk of the work. 

For the provision of building materials 
for houses of the traditional type the re- 
sponsibility rests, with the Ministry of 
Works, but, the Ministry of Supply has 
great expectations of the development of 
an entirely new type of two-storey pressed 
steel house. 

Mr. Saunders said that. his first duty 
was to ensure the supply of the engineer- 
ing components of. the prefabricated 
houses, which were a Governmental re- 
sponsibility all through. Supplies must 
come forward to the right places, in the 
right quantities, at the right-times. Next 
he had to supply the fittings for the 

*houses in the. building programmes of 
the local authorities. Orders would find 
their place in manufacturers’ books and 
he would have to see that the manufac- 
turers were in.a position to supply them. 
He must keep a friendly eye also, in due 
course, on supplies for private use and 
the question of exports would come up 
later. 

For planning he must have power to 
place “ blanket’? orders so that manu- 
facturers would have assurance in mak- 
ing the change-over, and this procedure 
would also fix prices. He would increase 
standardisation, and he thought that 
simple designs without austerity would 
be suitable for the permanent market and 
probably for exports. as well. ~ 
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REGISTERED HOUSE- 
BUILDERS 


“THis integration of the former 
organised house-building bodies is no 
mere marriage of convenience; it is, I 
hope—and I am sure we are all deter- 
mined it make it—a permanent union, a 
complete amalgamation of experienced 
house-builders, determined that the 
capacity for social service of our great in- 
dustry will be utilised to the full in the 
rebuilding of the Better Britain for which 
we have all suffered, struggled, fought 
and won, during the past six terrible 
years. Any differences, distrusts or sus- 
picions that we may have unworthily en- 
tertained as between rival organisations 
are now a thing of the past, a closed book. 
We have been born anew.” 

In these words, Mr. F. E. Moss, the new 
President, opened the first annua] meet- 
ing of the Federation of Registered House 
Builders, 

The community was never in greater 
need of good house-builders than it was 
to-day, continued the President. It was 
no mean consideration such as that of 
private gain that impelled the Federation 
to make its voice heard. It was their 
conviction that their services were neces- 
sary if the great shortage of houses was 
to be made good, within a reasonable 
time, and at a cost that would not reduce 
the country to the verge of bankruptcy. 
“That great atomic energy, that great 
driving force, which is private enterprise, 
must be called upon to play its part, once 
again, in the vanguard of the great hous- 
ing drive, if the problem is to be solved at 
all. We registered house-builders repre- 
sent the capacity to build houses better, 
quicker and more cheaply than they can 
ever be provided by any other means.” 

The Labour Government’s policy on 
housing had been poet AD by Mr. 
Aneurin Bevan, Minister of Health, both 
in the House of Commons, and at the 
Building Congress last month. Side by 
side with local authority building there 
was to be the central purchasing of build- 
ing materials and components through 
the Ministry of Supply. He would not 
attempt to anticipate’ what kind of organi- 
sation the Ministry of Supply would set 
up. It might be said that this central 
purchasing of materials would prove an 
embarrassment to local authorities and 
their contractors, but that it would not 
affect private enterprise. Unfortunately 
this would not be so. Those who remem- 
bered the D.B.M.S. after the last war 
were in no doubt as to what the effects of 
central purchase would be. These effects 
would be two-fold: the cost of materials 
would increase and there would be con- 
siderable delays. 

“Without question,” said Mr. Moss, 
“the cael announced by Mr. Bevan 
would be a very bad thing for the country 
as a whole. The local authority machine 
is necessarily a slow one. Despite Mr. 
Bevan’s optimism it will not produce the 
houses. There is a very grave danger that 
unemployment in the building industry 
during the coming winter will soar to 
such dimensions as will force the Govern- 
ment to amend its plans. Private enter- 
prise must be ready with its plans to 
build. We must have a strong organisa- 
tions able to demand conditions under 
which private enterprise can _ build. 
Licences must not be doled out in twos 
and fours. Concentration upon the build- 
ing of small standardised houses must not 
continue a day longer than necessary. 
The industry must produce bigger and 
better houses. The way to improve the 
lot of the lower income groups is not to 
build only those houses that must be 
managed by local authorities and let at 
uneconomic rentals, thereby adding to 
the already heavy burden to be borne by 
the ratepayer and taxpayer. We must 
encourage the constant upward shift of 
the population from small houses and 
mean streets to larger houses on estates 
laid out in accordance with modern ideas 
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MR. F. E. MOSS, the new President of 
the Federation of Registered House-Builders. 


of town planning and estate development. 


That is the task of private enterprise. . 


This is why we need a strong Federation 
capable of commanding a first-class ad- 
ministration and thereby serving the in- 
terests of the members. It will’not be in 
the best interests of the country if we sit 
back and wait until the Government 
makes a complete mess of the housing 
programme. We must insist that our ex- 
perience, initiative and drive is used to 
the national good.” 





Other officers elected at the meeting 
were: Senior Vice-President, Mr. R. W. 
King, Sevenoaks; Junior Vice-President, 
Mr. F. Hocking, Coventry; Hon. Treas- 
urer, Mr. Norman E. Wates, Norbury; 
Immediate Past-President, Mr. H. E. 
Comben, B.Sc., A.M.Inst.C.E., Wembley; 
Founder Presidents, Sir John Mactaggart, 
Bt., of Glasgow and London; County 
Alderman H. E. Pitt. Northumberland; 
und Sir Harry Selley, London. 

THE PRESIDENT. 

The President, Mr. F, E. Moss, was born 
at Merthyr Tydfil 49 years ago, he was 
educated at Merthyr Secondary School, 
and at the Technical College, Cardiff. 
After serving throughout the whole of the 
1914-19 war with the King’s Shropshire 
Light Infantry, he joined his father, the 
late Nathaniel Moss, and later became 
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principal of N. Moss and Son, builders, 
Tremorfa, Cardiff. He is also manag- 
ing director of N. Moss and Son, 
Ltg., Oxford, 4 eee Housing (N. 
Mass and Son), Ltd., and Moss Estates 
(Gloucester), td., Hucclecote, Glouces- 
ver. Mr. Moss is a past-president of the 
National Federation of House Builders. 
His public activities have included mem- 
poet of the City Council of Oxford and 
chairmanship of the Slum Clearance 
Committee of that Council. Mr. Moss has 
twice made a round-the-world tour, and 
has studied housing conditions in_ Soviet 
Russia, Germany, the Balkans, France 
and America. In 1933 he presented a 21- 
acre park to the City of Oxford. 


IN PARLIAMENT 


Dry Rot. 

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL Dower asked the 
Minister of Works if his attention had 
been drawn to the many houses — 
from dry rot in the London area; an 
would he take steps to have such repairs 
carried out at once or give permission 
for such repairs to be carried out without 
licence, provided notice was given. 

Mr. TOMLINSON said that his Ministry 
were normally prepared to admit applica- 
tions for licences to eliminate 7 rot, and 
licences were also granted freely by the 
local authorities who dealt with such 
applications where the work cost less 
than £100. He would not be prepared to 
give permission for such repairs to be 
carried out without licence. 


Suoply of Plumbers. 

Mr. Surciirre asked the Minister of 
Works if he was aware of the position in 
some districts owing to the call-up or 
transfer of skilled plumbers, which was 
causing delay in the installation of water 
supplies and in the repairs to last 
winter’s damage by frost; and what steps 
he was taking to meet this difficulty. 

Mr. TOMLINSON said that no specific 
cases of work of the kind referred to being 
held up had been brought to his attention, 
but if the hon. Member would send par- 
ticulars he would have investigations 
made. He was aware, of course, that, in 
common with other building trade occu- 
pations, there was a shortage of 
plumbers for building work. 


Lyceum Theatre 

Mr. Borcuer asked the Minister of 
Works whether a licence had _ been 
granted for the reconditioning of the 
Lyceum Theatre for use as a dance hall; 
and what was the amount of works which 
had been sanctioned. 

Mr. ToMLINSON said it had, for £3,400. 
Of this only £390 was general building 
work. The rest was specialist work 
which did not compete with housing. The 
dance hall would fill a great need, especi- 
ally for troops on leave in London. 


Comparison of Costs. 

Mr. Bossom asked the Minister of 
Health if the figures quoted in the White 
Paper on Temporary Housing. Cmd. 6686, 
as estimated cost of the eight different 
types of prefabricated houses, were 
exactly comparable with the charges that 
any local authority or private builder 
would have to incur when building a 
permanent house for either £1,300 or 
£1,200 within and without the London 
area. 

Mr. Bevan said they were not. As 
pointed out in the White Paper, those 
estimates could not include the cost of 
land, roads and sewers which were in- 
cluded in the maximum cost or selling 
price applicable to houses built under 
licence by private builders. In the case 
of permanent houses built by local 
authorities, control of cost was 
secured by means of the statutory pro- 
visions for loan sanction and subsidy. 


Housing Sites Procedure. 
Mayor BeaMisH asked the Minister of 


Health if he would state briefly the pro- 
cesses through which a local authority 
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had to go between selecting a piece of 
land for a housing project and obtaining 
the final approval of his Ministry; what 
was the average time taken for this 
procedure; and what steps were being 
taken to speed it up. 

Mr. Bevan said that before obtaining 
his approval to the purchase of a site 
for housing purposes, a local authority 
must obtain the agreement of the loeal 
planning authority and of the Regional 
Planning Officer. The latter ascertained 
that the site was free from objection by 
other Government Departments, includ- 
ing the Ministry of Agriculture. In the 
normal, straightforward case this process 
was completed within three to four weeks. 
He was proposing to discuss with the 
Minister of Town and Country Planning 
whether any steps could be taken to speed 
up this procedure without prejudice to 
planning and agricultural interests. 


Slum Clearance. 


Mr. Roserts asked the Minister of 
Health under what circumstances houses 
condemned under slum _ clearance 
schemes could now be occupied. 

Mr. Bevan said that local authorities 
had powers under Defence Regulations 
68A and 68AA to issue licences permitting 
the occupation of such houses if satis- 
fied that any necessary steps had been 
taken to render them reasonably capable 
of being used, as a temporary war-time 
Measure, for housing purposes, without 
detriment to health. 

Housing Policy. 

THERE was a_ two-days’ debate on 
housing policy in the House of Lords, 
initiated by the ARCHBISHOP OF YORK. 
He said he did not desire to harass the 
Government in any way; this was no 
Party problem. The last Government 
aimed at building 4,000,000 houses in 11 or 
12 years, and 500,000 were to be built in 
two years after VE-Day, but the country 
had not yet heard from the present 
Government the number they intended to 
build. He hoped a considerable number 
of houses would be built in rural areas. 
Unless there were a sufficient number 
there would not be a revival of agricul- 
ture. He felt anxiety over the Govern- 
ment’s decision not to renew the Housing 
(Rural Workers) Acts. If the rise in the 
cost of housing materials was.due to a 
ramp, if any class of the community was 
trying to make excessive profits out of a 
national emergency, that was a most -un- 
patriotic action, and he trusted the 
Government would use what powers they 
possessed to stop such reprehensible 
processes. 

LorD WooLTON said the Government 
should not confine subsidies to houses 
that were built for municipalities but 
should also provide them for people who 
were prepared to build houses for rent 
and to keep them for a prescribed period 
for rent. What were the Government 
doing to ensure adequate sulpplies. of 
building materials at reasonable prices? 
They should place orders in large quanti- 
ties with firms so as to get the most 
economical and regular production of 
these materials and should underwrite 
possible losses to the firms. By that 
means there would be cheap production 
and the possibility, of a ramp would be 
avoided. Price controls, the necessity for 
which he recognised in the building in- 
dustry, would prevent these goods made 
in bulk production from reaching ex- 
cessive prices. The Government, with 
the specifications which they already had, 
should come to a conclusion on the 
proper price for a house. Through de- 
mobilisation they should secure that 
builders had balanced labour. 

Lorp LISTOWEL, Postmaster-General, 
said the Minister of Health was offering 
in place of an uncertain future target a 
series of progress reports on housing 
rendered to Parliament at regular 
intervals. The long-range problem was to 
replace existing working-class housing by 
modern flats or cottages to let at rents 
the great majority could afford. The 
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middle and higher income groups had had 
their turn between the wars, and it was 
only fair that they should now take their 
place at the end of the wag ou 8 queue. 
The main providers must be the local 
authorities. The Government welcomed 
private enterprise in its proper place, 
and they hoped that it would make a 
maximum contribution to economic re- 
construction at home. But private build- 
ing enterprise was incapable of meeting 
demand in terms of need because it was 
only designed to respond to demand in 
terms of cash. 

Tenders for 12,595 permanent tradi- 
tional houses in England and Wales and 
9,475 in Scotland had been approved by 
the Ministry by the end of October, as 
compared with 731 approvals for England 
and Wales and 5,784 for Scotland at the 
end of July. The average price for three- 
bedroom houses in England and Wales 
‘was 20s. 11d. a square foot. That com- 
pared with 9s. 44d. a square foot in 1939, 
but the new houses were superior both in 
accommodation and equipment. It was 
obviogis from these prices that Ministers 
must do their utmost to keep down the 
costs of tenders, and for that reason they 
had been obliged to reject as exorbitant 
1,375 tenders in England and Wales and 

2 in Scotland. The figures for completed 
temporary houses for the same period 
were 4,964 in England and Wales and 195 
in Seotland, as compared with 1,701 and 
15 respectively at the end of July. These 
figures indicated that the trickle of new 
houses was substantially larger than it 
was three months ago. 

Private building had a modest but 
useful contribution to add, though the 
Government could not permit large 
mansions or luxury flats. By the end of 
September 8,658 licences had been issued 
by local authorities to private builders, a 
figure which included the replacement of 
1,240 houses destroyed in air raids. The 
Government did not wish to shut out 
private builders on doctrinal grounds. 
The Government’s policy was to do their 
utmost to encourage the building of per- 
manent houses, and for that purpose they 
were offering local authorities an option 
between traditional and a variety of non- 
traditional types. Representatives of the 
Ministry of Health would shortly be meet- 
ing the associations of local authorities 
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to discuss the terms of a subsidy. Mean- 
while, the authorities were not holding 
back their programmes as they realised 
that the effect of the subsidy, when finally 
agreed, would be retrospective. 


BUILDER’S STAFF’S ALLEGED 
FRAUD 


Conspiracy to defraud the Hackney 
Borough Council in connection with war 
damage repair work was alleged at North 
London Magistrates’ Court on Novem- 
ber 2, when a builder’s agent, a foreman 
and three other men appeared pn remand 
before Mr. Daniel Hopkin. 

Accused were Walter Victor Rose, 36, 
a builder’s agent, of 11, Dunbar Close, 
Hayes, Middlesex; John Ball, 29, a fore- 
man, of 132, Midhurst Gardens, Hilling- 
don, Middlesex; eos Edward Parker, 
53, a painter, of 64, Ellesmere-road, Bow; 
George James Swadling, 46, a painter, of 
39, Horton Bridge-road, West Drayton, 
Middlesex; and Henry Whitlock, 40, a 


lorry driver, of 60, Fosling-lane, Yiewsley, 


Middlesex. 

In addition to conspiracy, they were 
charged with obtaining sums of money 
from the Hackney Borough Council b 
false pretences, with intent to defraud, 
and with stealing paint, distemper and 
other materials cad coubectien from the 
council. 

Mr. E. B. Roberts, counsel for the 
prosecution, said that Rose was general 
foreman or agent and Ball a charge hand 
employed by H. G. meee. a builder who 
had a contract wi the Hackney 
Borough Council for war damage repairs. 
Rose, with the assistance of other 
employees, did work privately at various 
premises, some of them miles away from 
Hackney, when he and the other men 
should have been solely engaged upon 
bomb damage repair work. he men 
were taken to this work by lorry. 

Not satisfied with the profits he was 
making in this way, said counsel, Rose 
induced two lorry drivers employed by 
the Ministry of Works to sign on as if 
they were employees of H. G. Bolger. 
He collected £6 a week in respect of each 
of them but paid them each only £2, 


Witnesses called included Ernest 
William Cummings, an accountant in 
charge of war damage accounts for the 
Hackney Borough Council, who said that 
the builder was not entitled to engage 
in private work elsewhere with the men 


who were employed on the Borough 
Counci] work, unless he _ received 
permission, 


Charles Alfred Browning, a technical 
assistant in the War Damage Department 
of the Hackney Borough Council, said 
that on October 3 he went with 
Mr. Herbert Machin, Chief War Damage 
Assistant, to a house in Mitchell-road, 
Palmers Green, where he saw _ the 
occupier, a Mrs. Burns. He then saw 
two painters working at the pein. 
They were Parker and Swadling. In 
reply to a question, they said they were 
decorating the house. Extensive repairs 
and decorations had been done. Witness 
found paint, brushes, etc., on _ the 
"st iengger which were similar to those 
eing used on the borough council site. 

Cross-examined, witness said he could 
not identify the materials found at 
Mitchell-road. He could only say they 
were similar. 

After further evidence, the accused 
were remanded until November 14, at 
Clerkenwell. 


When the case came before the Olerken- 
well magistrate (Mr. Daniel Hopkin), it 
was submitted that there was no case for 
trial in the case of Whitlock. The magis- 
trate upheld this submission, and Whit- 
lock was discharged. The four remaining 
accused men were committed for trial at 
the Central Criminal Court on Decem- 
ber 4, bail being allowed. 
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FOUNDATIONS FOR 


HOUSES 
DRAFT B.S. CODE OF PRACTICE 
[From a, Correspondent] 

Tue issue of the draft for comment of 
the British Standard Code of Practice for 
Foundations and Sub-structure for Houses, 
Flats and Schools of not more than two 


storeys is, in itself, not an incident of any 


great importance, It sets out very clearl, 
and simply the various precautions whic 
anyone should take in assessing the nature 
of the foundations suitable for any parti- 
cular site, 

To the experienced architect and en- 
gineer it offers nothing new, whilst those 
without experience and a proper under- 
standing of the difficulties encountered in 
the design of foundations must not expect 
to find the solutions of their problems in 
this booklet. This is an interim code, and 
perhaps the full code when available. will 
prove more helpful to the uninitiated. 

This is but one of many Codes of Prac- 
tice in course of preparation. These have 
been \preceded by Post-War Building 
Studies, Housing Manuals, and what not. 
Much energy must have been exhausted 
in the preparation and publication of so 
many documents, whilst a considerable 
amount of time is necessary to them 
all. It is clear that all engaged in the 
design of building works must study such 
publications if only to be able to quote 
them as some evidence that all reasonable 
precautions have been taken in the pre- 
paration of a design, and that the explora- 
tory work demanded is necessary. The 
question upon which there appears to be 
considerable doubt in some quarters is 
whether the effort put into these many 
publications is justified by the results, and 
whether the standards of design will there- 
by be materially improved. It is agreed 
that there are pane ae in this country 
who have design ouses and all forms 
of building quite successfully, and also 
many who have been equally efficient in 
directing their erection, and that the t 
national need is that a way be found 
whereby these persons cage 4 usefully 
employed, particularly on the production 
of dwellings. Of what service is a Code 
of Practice to such le? The answer 
is, of course, that it depends upon the 
Code. The Codes of Practice prepared 
some ten to fifteen years ago for the use 
of both steelwork and reinforced concrete 
in buildings were of very great usefulness. 
The loads and stresses and rules for sound 
design therein provided a basis whereby 
local authorities could check designs sub- 


mitted for approval, and, whilst generally . 


producing economies when compared wit 
previous regulations in use in this country, 
provided a sound standard which could not 
be ignored. They may well have become 
due for revision and bringing up to date, 
but they undoubtedly have proved useful. 
When one comes to the problem of 
foundations, it is not, of course, possible 
to lay down with the same precision rules 
for good design, except in so far as they 
are “soe to structural members, and in 
the Interim Code now published some 


twelve pages are devoted to design con- | 
ages to a list of © 


siderations, nearly two 
relevant British Standards, and three pages 
to typical classifications and working pres- 
sures on soils, load tests for assessing the 
suitability of loosely compacted non-cohesive 
soils in respect o bwo-seersed dwellings 
and schools, and the utico compres- 
sion test. The first section outlines the 
considerations which must. be taken into 
account, and touches such matters as site 
explorations, depth of foundations, mate- 
rials, various types of foundations, retain- 
ing walls ang tanking and damp-proofing 
of basements, etc. ‘ The second section 
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serves to remind one of the wide field 
covered by British Standard Specifications. 
In the third section is a table of typical 
working bearing pressures. 

- It might be well for the committee which 
has drafted this brief code to consider call- 
ing attention to the serious risks run b 
erecting even comparatively light build- 
ings over a layer of peat, even though it 
may be over 5 ft. below the surface—7.e., 
the depth of trial hole which they recom- 
mend. A large two-storey building such 
as‘a school may be built on ground which, 
when tested, proves good for a reasonable 
pressure and upon foundations which exert 
a pressure on the soil well within the safe 
figure as indicated by tests, and neverthe- 


‘less be subjected. to excessive and uneven 


settlement owing to the presence of a weak 
strata such as peat below the foundations. 

It is obviously the intention to deal 
with many matters far more extensively in 
the fina) and complete Code, and the com- 
mittee must have experienced considerable 
difficulty in deciding how far to go in this 
present stage. It was, no doubt, felt that 
the publication of a code could not be de- 
layed, and it is to be noted that the com- 


ments upon the draft now issued will be 
examined by the Code and Drafting Com- 
mittee. The final draft will be submitted 


by the Building Sectional Committee for 
the approval of the Code of Practice Com- 
mittee. 

Whilst any code setting forth a standard 
of good practice in the design and execu- 
tion of any class of building or civil en- 
gineering work is welcomed by most people 
who have the welfare of the industry at 
heart, many will find this draft code for 
foundations too general and brief to be of 
much use. It is to be hoped that the final 
Code will be available shortly. 


Business Appointment. 

Air Commodore Finlay Crerar, C.B.E., 
who will shortly be relinquishing com- 
mand of the Royal Observer Corps, is 
joining the board of Trollope and Colls, 

td. Air Commodore Crerar, who is 41 
years of age, was prior to the war, from 
1932 to 1939, managing director of Messrs. 
James Blake, Ltd:, builders, of Aberdeen. 
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APPRENTICES BUILD HOUSES 


SUCCESS OF ERITH SCHEME 


THE Aegean Master scheme was the 
chief su yet of discussion at the London 
Master Builders’ Association’s South- 
Eastern Area meeting in Sidcup. Col. 
J. M. Flood, of the Ministry of Labour 
and National. Service, who proposed the 
health of the London Master Builders’ 
Association, urged its employment on all 
building trade employers. Mr. J. S&S. 
Galbraith, President of the Association, 
who replied, endorsed all that Col. Flood 
said about the importance of training 
apprentices. Mr. R. Baker Smith, who is 
in charge of the scheme in south-east 
London, reinforced the views of Col. 
Flood, and Mr. J. H. Clayton, Borough 
Surveyor of Erith, welcomed the oppor- 
tunity of making known its success. 

Mr. H. H. ram Chairman of the 
Area, presided, and among the guests 
were the Borough Engineers and Sur- 
veyors of Beckenham, Bexley, Bromley, 
Dartford and Erith; the Chairman and 
a yi aay of the Chislehurst and Sidcup 
U.D.C., the Engineer and Surveyor of 
Orpington, and Mr. G. H. A. 

Director of the L.M.B.A. 

Erith was one of the first local authori- 
ties to get busy with the scheme when it 
first came along. It has nearly 150 boy 
apprentices training under it, and the 
work the boys are turning out is up to the 
best craftsmanship standards. Other 
local authorities in the district are now 
considering following Erith’s example. 

The Apprentice Master at Erith is Mr. ° 
W. V. Friday, and it is largely due to his 
keenness and organising ability, and to 
the enthusiasm of Mr. J. H. Clayton, that 
the scheme is working so well. 


Hughes, 


The Importance of Apprenticeship. 

In replying to the toast of the London 
Master Builders’ Association,. Mr. Gal- 
braith, its President, said that for cen- 
turies apprenticeship had been accepted 
as the best method of learning a craft, but 
during recent years it had been often 
overlooked, particularly in the south 

with the result. that to-day they had 
reached an almost disastrous position, 
with very large numbers indeed of half- 
trained personnel. In the pre-war years, 
the ee a to offer 
continuity of employment for apprentices 
and, therefore, he was ‘diffident of under- 
taking responsibility for their training. 

For many years the . building ‘ind 
had sought to provide a scheme whic 
would produce properly qualified crafts- 
men, and he believed that such a scheme 
had now been drawn up, not only with 
the approval of the organised employers 
,and operatives, but of the Government's 
Building Apprenticeship and Training 
Council. 

It was unfortunate that the scheme had 
been launched at a time when large num- 
bers of ape pati were unable to provide 
the class of work necessary for the tuition 
of the boys; war damage repair was a 
most unpromising field for the train of 
craftsmen of the future, and few builders 
could provide much else. But their Lon- 
don operatives had thought.out a scheme 
to cover the present difficulties, and out 
of it was evolved the Apprentice Master 
Scheme. The Government fully approved 
of it, and had given authority to the loca} 
authorities to eened with it. Here, the 
Ministry of our and the education 
authorities could be of the greatest assist- 
ance in advising the boys and their 
parents, and in providing technical educa- 
tion facilities, as could the local authori- 
ties "by providing suitable contracts for 
their training. 

But the Apprentice Master Scheme was 
not to solve the staffing problems of 
the industry of the future, and he there- 
fore urged all builders to take, indenture 
and train, every boy they felt they could 
main and not only enter them on. 
their books, but also to take a careful and 
personal interest in their welfare. 


G 
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A NEW INVENTION 
The “ Solo-Pick.” 


Te ‘one-man ‘‘ Solo-Pick,’”’ a new inven- 
tion which has just been brought to our 
notice, consists of a metal rod with a 
pick point or chisel for channelling at its 
working end, and puapapion. gm at the 
other. It is.encased in a metal tube. The 
overall length, closed, is 3 ft. 6in.; open, 
5ft. 3in. The diameter is 1gin., and the 
weight 141b. It is not intended to replace 
a compressor, but is for use where a com- 
pressor is too expensive to bring to a 
job; it replaces the old-fashioned hammer- 
and-chisel method. The tool can be used 
at any angle, vertically or horizontally, 
and can reach awkward spots. The opera- 
tor places the pick at the point of contact, 
raises and lowers the rod, which. applies 
concentrated forcé; at the point of impact 
penetration takes place, and so quickly 
breaks up concrete or brick masses. 
Among the uses claimed for it are demoli- 
tion work, clearing sites, rebuilding brick- 
work chasing, concrete channelling, tun- 
nelling, road-making,. routing holes in 
concrete floors for securing machine-tools 
and plant. The tool, which is manually 
operated, has been demonstrated before us, 
and it certainly does all that is claimed 
for it. Further details may be obtained 
from the makers, B.T.L. Products, Ltd., 
Hounslow, Middlesex. 


TRADE NEWS 


Change of Address. <F 

he Copper Development Association 
han Hone weed premises at Kendals 
Hall, Radlett, Herts, to which communi- 
cations. should be addressed. 


Builders’ London Office. 
The address of the London office of 


‘Messrs. A. N. Coles (Contractors), Ltd., 


the Plymouth builders, is now at 49, St. 
Peters urgh-place, Bayswater, W.2 (Tele- 
phone: Bayswater 7226.) 


Long Service Rewarded. 

Members of the executive and staffs of 
Messrs. F. G. Minter, Ltd., and their sub- 
sidiaries assembled at the head office on 
Wednesday, November 7, to celebrate the 
50th anniversary of Mr. R. E. (Bob) 
Williams, the first jubilee of service in the 
firm’s history. A tribute to his long ser- 
vice was paid by Mr. Fred Minter (in the 
absence abroad of Sir Frederick Minter), 
and Mr. Williams was then presented 
with a cheque on behalf of the firm, 
together with personal letters from Sir 
Frederick Minter and Mr. E. J. Gold- 
smith. Mr. Williams was then presented 
on behalf of the executive and staff with 
a silver cigarette casket suitably 
inscribed and a parchment scroll contain- 
ing the names of all members interested 


in the gift. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 


Iron and Steel Decontrols. 


The Minister of Supply has made the 
Control of Iron and Steel (No. 44) Order, 
1945, which came into force,on November 
16th. It revokes and remakes with amend- 
ments the Control of Iron and Steel (No. 
33) Order, 1944. The effect is to remove 
entirely the prohibition of the manufac- 
ture in blac Pues: tinplate, i of oil 
cabinets, shelf strips and spools for elec- 
tric cables; and the other articles (mainly 
of an advertising nature) listed in the 
Schedule to the Order may now be made 
in blackplate, tinplate, etc., insofar as 
they are for export. Copies of the Order 
may be obtained from H.M. Stationery 
Office, York House, Kingsway, London, 
W.C.2, or through any bookseller, price 
1d. (S.R. and O. 1945, No. 1425). 


THE BUILDER » 


SHORTAGE OF ELECTRICAL 
“ » APPLIANCES 


MANUFACTURERS are continually being 
asked why electric cookers, water heaters, 
refrigerators, washing machines, and 
other domestic electrical appliances are not 
available for early delivery, and why the 
prices for, new types of Cepia have 
not yet been announced. The reasons are 

iven in a statement issued by the 
ritish Electrical and Allied Manufac- 
turers’ Association. Briefly, they are (1) 
lack of suitable machinery and plant, and 
(2) shortage of labour. Many Government 
eontracts of high priority, particularly 
for the Forces overseas, continue to occupy 
considerable capacity in the industry. The 
sae are asked to have patience in the 
nowledge that their needs are fully 
understood. It is not possible for manu- 
facturers to assess their costs acturately 
enough to forecast the selling prices of 
apparatus of new design. © 


THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


DUMBARTONSHIRE.—Plans_ prepared for 
new building, for the Clyde Valley Electrical 
Power Co., at Dumbarton-rd., for which the 
architect is J. Cowan, 206, St. - Vincent-st., 
Glasgow. p 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For, some contracts still open, but not in- 
cluded in this list, see previous issues, Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 
NOVEMBER 28 (Extended Date). 

Harrow U.D.C.—72 houses at Rayners-la. 
estate. H. W. Rackham, F.S.L, S8., Council 
Offices, Uxbridge-rd., Stanmore. Dep. £3 3s. 

DECEMBER 1. 

“Biggleswade R.D.C.—8 houses on 4 sites. 
F. C. Levitt, architect, 9, Shortmead-st., 
Biggleswade. «x ; 

tCardiff R.D.C.—42 houses on various sites. 
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November 23 1945 


M. Warren, C., Council Offices, 20, Park-pl., 
Cardiff. Dep. £3 3s. : 

Maldon R.D.C.—(a) Preparation of site for 
erection of 4 pairs of Swedish houses at Tilling- 
ham; (b) erection of 12 brick houses and 6 
bungalows and road works at Southminster; (c) 
erection of 10 brick houses at Woodham 
8., Council Offices. Dep. £2 28. each 


DECEMBER 3. 
Bedworth U.D.C.—Reinstatement C.D. 
report centre at old Council Offices. 
_ | Bridgwater R.D.C.—42 houses at - various 
sites. vara: and Nicholls, chartered 
eee, 30, igh-st., Bridgwater. Dep. 


Conway T.C.—18 houses and road sewers 
works at Plas Newydd estate. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 
Godalming T.C.—10 bungalows at Silo Wood 
estate, Farncombe. B.E. and 8. Dep. £1 ls. 

*Esher U.D.C.—8 cottages off Covents-rd., 
Claygate. E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 
.Montgomeryshire E.€.—Canteen kitchen and 
dining room at Welshpool County School. TT. 
Glyn Davies, D. of E., County Offices, Newtown. 


of 


Dep. £2 2s. 
Norwich T.C.—42 bats at Heigham-st. City 
A.. City Hall. Dep. £1. 


West Hartlepool C.B.—52 houses and 40 
bungalows at Seaton-la. estate. F. Durkin, 
B.E. Dep. £5 to Boro. Treas. 

t*Wilmsiow U.D.C.—52 houses at Meriton-rd. 
estate. W. R. Willcox, C., Council Offices. Dep. 


£2 2s. 
DECEMBER 5. 

Honiton T.C.—Public conveniences at North- 
cote-la. Acting B.S. 

t*Kesteven C.C.—Bungalow at Holdings 
estate, Deeping St. James. C. B. Metcalfe (F.), 
County A., County Offices, Sleaford. 

South Shields C.B.—306 houses in 4 sections, 
Marsden-rd. scheme, B.E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

Sunderland €.B.—186 houses (Contract No. 4) 
Springwell Farm estate. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Tutbury R.D.C.—Construction of foundations, 
party walls and chimneys, etc., for erection of 
6 Swedish houses on 2 sites. R. §. Litherland 
(L.), 10, High-st., Burton-on-Trent. 


DECEMBER 6. 

Holmfirth U.D.C.—15 pairs of houses, 3 pairs 
bungalows (Type C), and 4 pats bungalows 
(Type D) at Bradshaw-ave, Honley. P. /N. 
ane (L.), 23, Victoria-st., Holmfirth. Dep. 


£2 2s. 
t*Malmesbury T.C.—20 houses at Pool 
Gastons. F. J. Weston, Deputy T.C. Dep. £2 2s. 
Northern freland Housing Trust.—215 houses 


at Cregagh, Belfast. Ministry of Finance, 
Room 1037, May-st., Belfast. Dep. £5. 
DECEMBER 7. 


Droitwich T.C.—50 houses at Stalls Farm 
estate. G. L. Robinson, B.E., 105, _Friar-st. 


Dep. £2 2s. 

f DECEMBER 8. 
¥ Onlnping Norton T.C.—20 houses at Walter- 
ush-rd. 


b 

Kidderminster R.D.C.—38 houses and site 
works at 3 sites. A. S, Northover, Building S§. 
and E. Dep. £2 2s. 


DECEMBER 10. 

Gosport T.C.—150 houses at Bridgemary site. 

Spermenions in writing to B.E. and 8. . Dep. 
S. 

*Leeds 1T.C.—Adaptation of cottages into 
Medical Superintendent’s Residence, St. 
George’s Infirmary, Kothwell. Superintendent of 
Works and Buildings, 125, Beckett-st., Leeds, 9. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
' DECEMBER 11. 
*Whiston R.D.C.—62 houses.’in 4 sections. 
Watson Garbutt, A:M.I.Struct.E., 8. and Archi- 
Dep £2 2s. 


DECEMBER 12. 

Belfast T.C.—120 houses in 3 contracts. Edu- 
cation Architect, Room 15, E Floor, College of 
Technology. Dep. £5 5s. 

t*Enfield U.D.C. 38 houses at Addison-rd. 
F. Lee, A.M.Inst.C.E., E. and §., 7 Little. Park- 
gdns., Enfield. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by Jan. 7. 

Stal idge T.C.—(a) 2 blocks of 4 houses; 
(b) 1 block of 10 houses; (c) 1 block of 6 houses 
at Millbrook site. Howard and Benson, Archi- 
tects, 88, Mosley-st., Manchester. Dep. £2 2s. 


DECEMBER 13 
*Caterham and Warlingham U.D.C. 4 houses 
at Harrow-rd. E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 


DECEMBER 15. 
*Barnstaple T.C.—80 houses in, 4 groups at 
aromas ield. W. G. Douch, A.M.I.C.E., B.S. 
e 


p. 5 

Redditch U.D.C.—74 houses at Salters-la., 
Batchley estate. A. W. Loveday, F.I.A.A. (Love- 
day, Smith and Perrins), 10, Unicorn Hill, 
Redditch. Dep. £5. 


DECEMBER 17. 

*Croydon C.B.—(1) 42 houses, Long Heath; 
(2) 32 houses, The Glade; (3) 180 houses in 4 
sections, Ashburton estate. B.E. Dep. £3 3s. | 

Oakengates U.D.C.—60 houses on 3. sites. 
M. 8. Lee, M.Inst.M.& Qy.E., Council. Offices. 

DECEMBER 18. 

*Liverpool T.C.—136 houses at Brook House 

estate. City A. and Director of Housing, 
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Maghhere-chat, Kingsway, Liver- 
Dep. £2 


pool, 2. 
Bes yg bean en : 
*We' T.C.—28 


Dale-st., 
2s. 


ymouth 
houses at Fleet ayiew. MW osthill. us gk e Regis. 
B.E. and §., 6, Pulteney-bldgs. Ne eymouth. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


DECEMBER 29. 
*Haverhill U.D.C.—20 houses and 8 bungalows 
at Helions Park. D. ©. Denton-Smith, a 
tect, 40, Regent-st., Cambridge. Dep. 23 3 


MISCELLANEOUS 
DECEMBER 3. 
Birkenhead C.B.—Defiolition and clearance of 
surface shelters. B.E. ove om Dep. £1. 
DECEMBE 
Bolsover U.D. Cn Demolition. “of shelters. 8. 


ENGINEERING 
DECEM 7m 4, 

Eire Electricity Supply Board.—Civil construe- 
tion work of hydro-electric pte eee of River 
Hire, Co. Donegal. P. J. Dempsey, Secretary, 
0-62, Upper Mount-st., Dublin. Dep. £21. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC np chan 
MATERIALS, ETC. 
DECEMBER 3. 

Felling -U.D.C.—C. 
DECEMBER 5. 
Buxton T.C.—B.E. 
DECEMBER 17. 
Wilts C.C.—County S. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
DECEMBER 3. 

Oldham C.B.—Roads and sewers on 5 sites. 
B.E. and §. Dep. £2 2s 
DECEMBER 5 
Northampton R&.D. C.—Construction of foul 
surface water sewer, underground pumpi 
chamber, etc., at Roade. E. and §S., 1, Cheyn 
walk, Northampton. Dep. £3 3s. 
DECEMBER 7. : 
Droitwich gg nape ip and laying of 
approx. 2,860 yds. lin. of concrete flag paving at 
Stalls Farm estate. 3B.E., 105, Friar-s t. 
| DECEMBER 8. 
*Southwold 7.C.—Roads and sewers 
Reyden. T.C. Dep. £2 2s. x 
DECEMBER 10. 
Prestwich T.C.—Construction of reek a 
sewer at Kersal-rd. B.E. and 8.. Dep. 
Walsingham R.D.C,.—Sinkin: ¢ well 6 “4 “iia. 
at Houghton 8t. Giles. A. I. Cotterell and 
a Victoria-st., Westminster, §.W.1. Dep. 


DECEMBER 11. 
Welwyn, MHerts.—Roads_ and 
Woolmer-green. EB. and 8. Dep. £2 
DECEMBER 12. 
Maoclesfield T.C.—Construction of main inter- 
Sgt sewer. Willcox, Raikes and Marshall, 
ye OCharleg-st., Birmingham, 3. Dep. 
1 


Neston U.D.C.—Construction of sewers, etc., 
at Willaston disposal works. Williams and 
Clarke, Cpeineess. 6 and 6, Godstall-chrs., 
Chester. Dep. £2 2s. 

Rugeley U.D, a Goudieestion of 10,000 lin. 


yds. of sewers, with manholes, pum — 
rising ee disposal works, etc. ping stat 
Dep. £3 
DECEMBER 17. 
Darwen T.C.—Renewal and extension of water 
—_ G. Ashton, A.M.L.C.E., Water E. Dep. 
2 28. 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 
Fult details of Public Appointments marked * 


at 


sewers at 
28. 


are a aes elsewhere in this issue. Those 
marke have been advertised in previous 
assues. 
NOVEMBER 30 
*Gloucester T.C.—Temporary Clerk of Works. 
DECEMBER 1. ; 
*Somerset 6©.C.—Temporary Architectural 
Assistants, Class II. 
DECEMBER 3. 


*East Ham C.B.—(1) Architectural Assistants ; 
(2) 2 Technical Assistants (District Officers). 

tEdmenton 1T.C.— Temporary Engineering 
Assistant. 

*Newport (Mon.) ©.B.—Deputy Boro. Archi- 


ct. 
+Stoke-on-Trent T.C.—Reconstruction Officer. 
Pi Garden City U.D.C.—Building In- 


pector. 
“*tWidines T.C.—Building Inspector. 
‘ DECEMBER 4. 
ferecenshure Joint Planning Committee.— 
Technical Assistant. 
tGateshead T.C.—Junior Assistant Quantity 


Survoeyer. 
DECEMBER 5. 
*Friern Barnet U.D.C.—Building habeeiee: 
*Newcastle-under-Lyme T.C. — Architectural 
Assistant. 
DECEMBER 5 (Amended Advert.). 
“Walsingham R.D. O,—Techaical Assistant. 


THE BUILDER 


tLiverpool Ton Superintend t of School 
iv uperintendent o 00) 
Buildings. " 

DE ECEMBER 7 


*Harrow U.D.C.—2 Architectural Assistants. 
tislington B.C.— Temporary Architectural 
Assistant. 
Wakefield T.C. a Assistants. 
DECEMBE 
t+Croydon C.B.—First Architectural Assistant 
*Swansea ©.B.—3 Assistant Quantity Sur- 
veyors. 
*Wakefield T.C.—Architectural Assistants. 
tWorcester T.C.—General Clerk of Works. 
DECEMBER 10. 


*Gt. Varmouth C.B.—General Architectural 
Assistant. 
tKirkealdy T.C.—Assistant Co cect 


DECEMBER 1 
*Warwick C. 6.--Arehitectural Assistant. 
*Warwick C.C.—Clerk By =e. 
DECEMBE 

*Overseas Employment.  Onsnilty Surveyor, 
Government of Aden. 

*Southampton C.B.—Assistant Architects and 
Assistant Guantity Surveyor. 

*Southwark T.C.—(a) Permanent Senior 
Assistant Architect; (b) 3 Temporary Architec- 
tural Assistants; (c) Temporary Assistant 
Quantity Surveyor. 

JANUARY 15. 
tSomerset C.C. es Naa Officer. 


*Epping R.D.C. Srerk “a Fivorks. 

*Kent .C.—Full-time Teacher of Building 
Subjects, Dover Technical Institute. 

*Overseas en, .—Inspector of Works, 
Sierra Leone P.W 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


a= C. propose 100 houses at Huttock 


Bradford.—Board of Governors of Bradford 
Royal Infirmary propose extensions at Nurses’ 


Heme. 

Bromsgrove.—Worcestershire. C.C. 
adaptation of All Saints’ Hospital for a 
neste. at £100,000. 

Chadderton.—U.D.C. propose 111 houses at 
Yew Tree estate, at £110,000 

Chestoraold. Derbyshire ©. E.C. propose kitchen 
at Palterton school. 

Coventry.—Board of Governors of Coventry 
and Warwickshire Hospital propose rebuilding 
scheme at Stoney Stanton-rd. 

Manchester. Prag yl Se to erect 500 
Orlit houses, at £978 e 

Manchester.—T.O. approved : Additions to ry 
works, Harpurhey, Cruickshank & Seward (F. 

16, Princess-st.; additions to factory, Lees-st.. 
Ancoats, Jones & Dalrymple (F.), A., 178, 
Oxford-rd. 

Nantwich.—Cheshire C.0. propose conversion 
of ‘“‘Wybunbury Cliffe” into a Maternity 
Tam. at £7,500. 

Rochdale.—T.C. propose extensions at Birch 
Hospital, ssicaberonen. 

arborough.—T.C. approved : rome blocks of 
flats at Bandybed. la., for F. W. Plaxton, Ltd., 
builders, Seamer-rd. "works ; flats . for aged at 
Church Stairs, for Housing Committee. 


EEDERATE 
EMPLOY ERS 


|ASsoce™ 


Topose 
eneral 
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Sheffield. — Libraries Ug mecnmael propose 
branch ee at Weetwood, Eccle 

lop E.C. eaupean haieal at 

Harlescott. 

Silsden.—U.D.C. propose 72 houses at Dradi- 


ton.—U.D.C. propose 50 bungalows on 
various sites. 

Stockport .—Licensing, Justices approved erec- 
tion of “‘ White Bear” hotel at junction of 
jag 7 and Lisburn-la., for Walker & La 
Woodside Brewery, Eccles New-rd 


5. 

Whalley.—T. Varley & Son, Ltd., siisious 
ety sy prefabricated concret permanent houses, 
at £1,200 each. 

Workington.—Graves Cinemas, Ltd., Mary- 
ows Cumberland, propose cinema at. Salter- 

eck estate.—T.C. propose 50 houses at Har- 
rington-rd- 

Wortley.—Hayes Engineering Co., Ltd., pro- 
pose erection of works’ for machine tools. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

t Denotes provisionally accepted. 

~ Denotes recom: for acceptance. 

j Denotes accepted subject to modification 
Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 


shaw-rd. 
Skipton. 





Aldridge.—Houses for U.D.C.: *F. Wootton, 
Ltd., Bloxwich, £28,990 (26 at Norbury-av., 
Pelsall) ; *Sabin & Young, Litd., Rushall, 
£23,165 (20 at Bams-la.). (Subject to sanctidn.) 
Bishop Auckland.—Alterations and additions 
at sag F Technical school, for Dur c.0. F. 
Willey, 34 Old Elvet, Durham, School Archi- 
tect: *7T.’Manners & Sons, Bishop Auckland, 


£3,990. 
epee 11 houses at Fernhill-rd. 





and Netherton-rd., for O.B. B.E. & 8.: *W. W. 
Kenney aagiil, Lacs Lid., 87, Liverpool- rd. 
North, Magh 


Crosby.—60 houses at “Seaforth, for T.C._ J. R. 
Fothergill, B.E.; *Greenwood Bros (Builders), 
Ltd., 50, 'Waterwork-rd., Bootle, Liverpool 20. 

Coventry.—50 perfabricated “Glothed Con- 
crete”’ system permanent wi 5 S. Lowe 





for T.0. D. E. E. Gibson (A.), City A.: *Sir 
Lindsay Parkinson & Co., td., 4 Shaftes- 
bury-av., London, W.C., £1,244 per house. 


Durham.—78 houses at Kelloe, for R.D.C.: 
ae labour, £81,812 (subject to M.H. con- 
sent). 

Golborne.—30 houses at King’s-av., Lowton, 
for U.D.C. . Clough, _ Re KE. Prescott, 
Ltd., Holden-rd., Leigh, 4 

Knottingley.— —30 on My y Spawd Bine-la., for 
U Laverick, 8.: *T. W. Outram & 
Sons, Rotherham (16 three-bedroom), £911 each ; 
(14 two-bedroom), £821 each (subject to M.H. 


hool kitchen and canteen at 
Kingsthorne-rd. County school, for E.C. L. H. 
Keay (F.), City A.: * ents Boot & Son, Ltd., 
Church-rd., Litherland, Liverpool 13, £2,515. 
qLondon’ (Air Ministry). .—List of contracts 
to ves of £500 or over for week-ended Novem- 
ber eneral maintenance work: 
Chandler, St. Anne’s-on-Sea; Frank Wood, Wend- 
over, Bucks. Maintenance’ of landin g-orounds : 
Stanley H. 8, Overton (Airfields), Lid, Wellin- 
gore, Lincoln. Agricultural work: n-Tout-Cas 
, Leicester. Building work: a Bullen & 
Son, Cromer. Civil engineering work: West 
Midland Erection 7. Ltd., Wolverhampton. 
GLondon (War ept.).—Works contracts 
laced by War Dept. for week ended Novem- 
er 10. narkshire: Miscellaneous work, Peter 
C. Cook, Glasgow. Suffolk: Miscellaneous 
work, L. ©. J. Sewell and Son, Ltd., Bury St. 
Edmunds. Co, Down: Miscellaneous’ work, H. 


Cole, New: 

hi oan houses at Manor-dr. ex- 

for .C. Allcock & 

Grieves (F. & L.), 11, Leicester-rd., Lough- 
borough: tWm. Moss *& Sons, Ltd., Lough- 
ye £11,942 (contract No. 1, 12 yet 
+Thos. Barker & Sons, Loughborough, £12,021 
(contract No. 2, 12 houses). 

wate houses at Manor Pe estate, for 
U.D.O. H. Chadwick, M.Inst.M. & Cy. 
*Mollekin Bros., , Hotherham-rd., } Maltby, £27, 990 
(three room type . su 

Maneneeer Sane, at Duchess of York 
Hospital for Babies, Cringle Hall-rd., Levens- 
hulme, for Board of Governors. Bradshaw,» 
Gass & Hope (FF.), 19, Silverwell-st., Bolton: 
*W. Thorpe & Son . Ltd., Ch hester-rd., Corn- 
broek, Manchester 1 

br rg 9 Ao to works at Clayton- 
la., Openshaw, for Walkden, M & Co., Ltd. 
*J. Riley & Sons, 59, Forge-la., Bradford, Man- 


chester 11; additions to factory at Miiton- _ 
0 


$2: 





s' 
tension, Shelthorpe, 
L.) 


and Plym outh- Choriten-epee 2 lock, 
A. Quiligott, 1 ih : *Russell B ate e *Con- 
tractin: 165, Deniieer. Se tion. 


teen ecivek. Manchester 13. 

ee houses at Racecourse site, for 
T.C. T. Crowe, B.S. Contract 1, 5 houses : 
*T. snitir & Sons (Mansfield), L Chester- 
hee: td., £6, Sst contract 2, 6 houses: “¢R. Moore 
& Son, Spencer-st., £6,818; contract 3, 6 houses : 
*Greenwoods ( ansfield), Ltd., _Wood-st., 
£7,189;; contract 4, 6 houses: *H. James 
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£6 ~ contract 


(Mansfield), Ltd., Station-st., 
+ paums-la., 


5, 10 houses: *H. B Baggaley, Ltd 
£11,562; cantract 6 ouses: *A. Mason (on- 
Kirkland. -AaV., PS 966; contract 


tractors), Ltd. 
4 houses: *G. Day, £4,654; contract 8, 





UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


6,000 


are now members of the 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


The Largest Truly Representative 
Organisation in the Industry. 


SUBSCRIPTION £3.3.0 p.a. 
LONDON REGION—37 AREAS. 


32 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES. 


"Phone or write: 


Secretary: 
23, Compton Terrace, Upper St., N.1 
CANonbury 2041/3 
The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded: 


THE BUILDER 


houses: *J. Harvey, Chaucer-st., £6,104 (all of 
Mansfield). 

Newburn.—50 houses at Claremont estate, 
Leningaon, foryU.D.C. i eet (L.) : 
*Wm. Leech, (builders), Thi, . Clayton-st., 
bas pre £47,950 

Northampton.—10 houses at Denton, for 
R.D.C. RB. J. Miller, §.: *T. Wilson & Son, 
Ltd., 65, Sheep-st., Northampto n. 

N umberland.—Conversion of premises at 
Merwee into elinic, hostel and nursery, for 
C.C.: *J. W. Urpeth, Bedlington, £1,798; pro- 
en buildings for school accom- 


vision of six w 
New- 


modation, for C.C.: *fhomas Lumsden, 
castle-on-Tyne, £750 Breet - 

North Kesteven.— vas working- 
class houses on various site, for R.D.C. J. 
Chadwick, §., 31, Casketeate,, Lincoln: *J. E. 
Standon, 37, Greetwell Gate, £19,102; *Wiles & 
orca. unholme, £17,596 (both of Lincoln). 

Shefheld.—Works for T.C. W. George Davies 

y A. Be- eetes. of eight houses at 
Wybourn Y state: *J. Copley & Sons, Ltd., 120, 
Springfield-rd. ; 169 heats. naa 44 one-bedroom 
type flats at *Parson Cross estate—72 houses, 
sections and XXII: *R. Charlesworth, 
Ltd., Holme-la.s Owlerton 6, £68,642; 18 houses, 
44 flats, sections XVI and XV: *M. J. Gleason, 
Ltd., 822, Chesterfield-rd., Woodseats 8, £45,423; 
46 houses, section XXI: * Ackroyd & Abbott, 61, 
Studley- rd., peers 9, £42,919; 32 houses, 
section X L. ‘Simpson, Marsh- 
la. 10, £29,760; Cali % Sheffield). 

Small burgh. —Houses: for R.D.C. Two pairs 
at Hickling: *Norgat Bros., ee. £5,604 ; 
two pairs at Hoveton: A. E. Taylor & & Co., 
Ltd., Wroxham, £5,450; two pairs at Stalham : 
*Norgate Bros., £5, 474; two pairs at Swafield 
and one pair at Witton: *F. Clabon, North 
Walsham; £4,581 and £2,410 (subject to M.H. 
approval). 

South Kesteven.—Five houses, for R.D.C. C. 
Birtwell, §S., 41, North-st., Bourne: *H P. 
Kirby & Sons, Peterborough : 

Stockport.—Construction of reinforced con- 
crete balcony cabins and flooring at St. Peters- 
gate Baths, for T.C. W. Gardner, B.E.: 
*Northern Ferro-Concrete Construction Co. 
(1935), Ltd., Higher York-st., Chorlton-upon- 
Medlock, Manchester 13, £3,293. 

Stoke-on-Trent.—260 houses at Chell Heath, 
Tunstall and paar td., Longton, for T.C. A. 
Burton, City E.: *C. Cornes & Son, Lichfield- 

Stoke-on-Trent, £265,585. 

Sunderland.—Roads and sewers at Thorney: 
cl. housing estate, for T.C. J. E. Lewis, B.E.: 
*G. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Gatehead, £141,220. 

Swaffham.—Houses for R.D.C.: *Walter 
Lawrence & Son, Swaffham, £24,000 (10 pairs) ; 
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*Potter Bros., Dereham, £9,853 (four pairs). 
—_- to M.H. approval.) : 
igan.—54 houses at Worsley Hall site, for, 
tor’ .C. L. Lyons, B.E.: *Works Dept., Wigan 
Cacpeeerect: £59,824. 
—14 two-bedroom houses and 
sadh old id people's 8 ig at Owthorne-walk, 
Anthony Steel & Owen (AA.), 
Gor anchors, Bowalley-la., Hull: *F. Bilton, 
"Ef Wincolmlee, ull. 
s0p.—50 houses at, | ee page= rd., Man- 
ton, “for rr T.0. Cc. 0. Aioonp: *Leverton & 
Brown, Ryton-st.; *G. G. ddileton & Sons, 
Ltd., Gateford-rd. * (both of Worksop). : 
Wrexham.—16 Swedish houses ~¢ three sites, 
for R.D.C.: *J. W. Bostock, Gwersyllt, £5,643. 
York. —Rebuilding assembly hall and three 
re at e.g we school, for E.C. 
Chas. J. Minter, *Wm. Birch & 
Sona Lid., Spen-la., York, £6, 065. 
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“ALBION” 


EASY CLEAN 


PATENT HINGE 


The ideal hinge for stormproof 
casement windows. Specially 
designed for EJMA_ standard 
joinery—and constructed to give 
ample clearance room to clean 
outside of windows from within. 
Simple fitting on bench—no 
cutting away — inexpensive. 
Illustrations, etc., sent on request. 


ALBION JOINERY WORKS LTD. 


Old Oak Common Lane 
Willesden N.W.10 
Telephone - - Elgar 4802 




















HARDWOOD 
FLOORING 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 








Boyle’s «air-Pump” Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE. 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
Emergency Address: Tel.: Addiscombe 1133 
34, MORLAND AVENUE, E. CROYDON, SURREY 























Week by week 
the number of 
» build! 
: Eored 
* Einues to grow. 

Consult us about your Factory TO-DAY / 


iwsmM NEGUS .Lrp 


Station Works. KiNG JAMES St,S.E./. (WAT5474) 





ings res- - 
us con- 











GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


CAMBERWELL 


34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.1 


LIMITED 


BUILDERS 
CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


of 


HEAD OFFICE : 


Tel. : CHAncery 7901-3 











